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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTELIAGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by tradcrs on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
fariff and Oustoms Regulations; Commercial Statistics ; 
Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Gommercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, etc., of 
Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was held in 
the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks which 


were placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 
Port of London Authority. It was opened on 11th March 
and closed on 22nd March. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Board of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C, 2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and _ Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 78. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special ister affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptrolier-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
wt ng 7 ee Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

naon, &.v. a. 


ee 


FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to furnish 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
[ntelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
_ facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the “Form K”’ system of information a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce, 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulation to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. , 
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The Board of Trade. 


THE CONTROL OF IMPORTED 
SOFTWOOD TIMBER. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The deliberations of the Controller of Timber 
Supplies and a Select Committee appointed under the 
auspices of the Timber Trades Federation of the United 
Kingdom, regarding the control of imported softwood, 
have now been concluded, and the Committee had its 
final Session with the Controller on 13th June. We 
are now able to give further particulars of the Rationing 
Scheme which has resulted. As already announced, 
the firms interested are being called upon as a pre- 
liminary step to register themselves*with the Timber 
Supply Department. The firms invited to apply for 
registration are those whose average transactions In 
sawn and planed imported softwoods for the years 1912, 
1913 and 1914, taken together, exceeded 10U Standards 
per annum, one form of application, “‘ R.A.,’ being 
designed for Merchants and Retailers, and another, 
‘“ R.B.,’’ for Shippers’ Agents and Brokers. | 

The Controller is prepared to give consideration to 
any cases of other firms who can show good reasons for 
their being included in the Scheme. 

Forms not already sent in should be forwarded to:— 

The Department of Timber Supplies (Branch 1), 

whose address will be 80, Newman Street, Oxford 
Street, W. 1, on and after Monday, Ist July. 

Particulars are required on the Forms of the total 
purchases and stocks in the case of Importers, Mer- 
chants and Retailers, and the total sales in the case of 
Shippers’ Agents and Brokers, of sawn and planed 
Imported Softwoods (excluding Plywood, Box Shooks, 
Joinery Mouldings, etc., and all hewn or partly hewn 
or round softwoods). 

The classes of woods to be included in the return 
are :— 

1. European Red and White Fir. 

2. Canadian and Newfoundland Pine, Spruce and 
other Fir. 

3. United States of America Pine, Spruce and 
other Fir. 

The completed forms ‘‘ R.A.’’ and ‘* R.B.’’ will be 
scrutinised by the Members of the Select Committee, 
who have agreed to assist in this respect, and the forms 
‘* R.A.,”’ if'in order, will serve as a basis for rations 
out of the National Stock, which is to be formed under 
the new Scheme. The use- of forms ‘‘R.B.’’ is 
explained later in this article. 








7 
THE NATIONAL STOCK. 


So long as the Scheme operates, all Softwoods will 
be purchased and imported into the United Kingdom 
by the Timber Supply Department, assisted by a ‘Trade 
Purchasing Committee, and after a date to be arranged 
the Timber Supply Department proposes to take over 
as they arrive all parcels of softwoods falling within 
the Scheme coming forward on private account. Pur- 
chases or sale abroad by persons or firms in the United 
Kingdom are subject to permit from the Controller. 
The purchase of standing timber abroad is not affected 
by this Scheme. The timber will be stored at the 
Ports of arrival or elsewhere at the expense and on 
behalf of the Government, the Store Yards and facili- 
ties of the Trade being used as far as possible for this 
purpose. The Timber held and purchased by the 
Timber Supplies Department will be regarded as the 
‘* National Stock.’’ 

The present holdings of the Trade now in stock in 
the United Kingdom will remain the property of the 
respective owners, and may be disposed of to con- 
sumers holding Permits to purchase. Such holdings 
will be subject to the existing regulations as to selling 
price, except that in order to deal with the difficulties 
which have arisen from time to time in connection with 
the remaining small and scattered stocks imported 
before 15th May, 1917, from Norway and Sweden, and 
19th July from Canada and the U.S.A. Members of 
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the Timber Trade holding these stocks ana furnishing 
a full return will be permitted to dispose of them on 
such conditions as may be allowed by the Controller. 

After a certain portion has been reserved for emer- 
gencies, and for such requirements of Government 
Departments as it may be considered necessary to 
deliver direct, ‘‘ National Stock ’’ will be available to 
recognised Importers, Merchants and Retailers under 
a Rationing Scheme based on the declarations made on 
form ‘‘ R.A.’? When the Scheme is fully in force, the 
sales which under the old conditions were made by the 
Government Buyer to consumers, will practically cease. 
The Controller has, of course, to reserve the right to 
vary or cancel the ration either in the case of a par- 
ticular firm or generally, in the event of sudden and 
srave emergency. 

THE RAtTIONING SYSTEM. 


The ration allocated to firms will be based on the 
average purchases declared on the form, reduced by 
the amount of their present holdings. ‘Lhey will not 
be expected to draw upon the National Stocks of sup- 
plies until their own stocks are exhausted. The Permit 
to purchase issued by the Department of Timber 
Supplies to Consumers will entitle a Merchant to make 
supply out of his own stock, or the ration irom the 
National Stock to which he be entitled. Allocation 
will be made in the first place for a six months ration. 
It may be found that all specifications may not be 
able to be delivered exactly as requested, but supplies 
will be made having regard to the necessity of economy 
and the quantity of the particular sizes available. 

The terms for payment to the Department for 
supplies drawn from National Stock will be net cash 
in exchange for Delivery Order. Maximum prices for 
sales to consumers will be published from time to time 
in the Trade Press, and supplies out of the National 
Stock will be made to the Trade at £3 15s. per standard 
below these prices, this margin to include working 
expenses and one month’s interest where credit is 
allowed. 

The Trade may also add as separate charges :— 

(a) Cost of loading, carriage and delivery to des- 
tination, if delivery is not taken by the receivers 
at the yard on which the Delivery Order is 
issued, 

(5) Any sawing, planing or machining at the current 
local rates. 

(c) Interest on accounts not paid within one month 
of date of invoice chargeable at 5 per cent. per 
annum from the expiration of one month to the 
date of payment. 

Retail Yard Keepers entitled to a Ration may apply 
to the Controller of Timber Supplies for permission to 
draw a portion of their ration from the National Stock 
for storage-in their own Yards for retail sale. Such 
timber may be disposed of to consumers not holding 
Permits to purchase, provided the timber is required 
for work of National Importance or urgent necessity 
and subject to a declaration by the buyer on a form 
kept by the retailer limiting the amount of timber of 
any kind purchased within a week from whatever 
sources by any one buyer without a permit, to a 
maximum value of £5. The Retailer will have to make 
a monthly summary of such sales and the declarations 
will be inspected by the Department of Timber Supplies 
from time to time. 

Timber drawn from the National Stock and stored 
by Retail Yard Keepers as just described may be sold 
at not more than £2 per standard over the scheduled 
prices and in addition the cost of delivery to and from 
store may be added. The balance of the ration to 
retailers will be sold direct from National Stock, subject 
to the same conditions as those ruling for Importers and 
Merchants. 

It is specially to be noted that Merchant to Mer- 
chant sales will not be permitted either of present 
holdings or rations from National stock, but only 
Merchant to Consumer transactions. Furthermore, 
owing to the limited supplies of imported timber 
available, the Rationing Scheme can only be applied 
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to recognised Members of the Timber Trade, and not 
to Manufacturers and other consumers. It is im- 
portant to note that as a general principle, firms 
cannot be registered in the dual capacity of Merchant 
and Agent. 


A PoouixGe SCHEME. 


The purchases of the Department will be miade 
through Shippers’ accredited Agents domiciled in the 
United Kingdom, except where there are _ special 
reasons to the contrary. The registration forms ‘‘ R.B.’’ 
will be used in connection with a pooling Scheme for 
Shippers’ Agents and Brokers. This part of the 
Scheme embraces the formation of a Pool which will 
be made up of:— 


(a) A contribution from the Agents of a portion of 
their earnings. 
(b) A contribution from the Government. 


The sum so obtained will be divided in accordance 
with the accepted declarations on the forms ‘‘ R.B.,”’ 
sales on behalf of other than shippers ranking for only 
half the value of sales for account of shippers. 

The necessary figures and statistics which are now 
being obtained will enable the scheme to be put into 
operation at an early date. A new Timber Order will 
shortly be issued which will consolidate a number of 
existing Orders and affect the control, not only of 
Imported Timber, but also of Home Grown Timber. 





INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF COAL. 





The Board of Trade have made an Order increasing 
the price of all coal as from Monday, 24th June. 

The amount of the increase is 2s. 6d. per ton, except 
in the ease of shipments to France and Italy, in which 
eases the amount of the increase is 5s. per ton, the 
additional 2s. 6d. in these cases corresponding to the 
war wage increase of 2s. 6d. per ton which was not 
applied to shipments to France and Italy in October 
last. 


DIRECTIONS OF THE CONTROLLER OF COAL 
MINES. 


The Controller of Coal Mines has issued Directions 
dated 24th June) as to the Sale of Coal, amending in 
certain particulars those issued on the 31st January 
and the 2nd March last. It is stated in the covering 
letter to colliery companies that the object of the 
increase of 6d. per ton in the schedule prices of coal 
supplied for the manufacture of patent fuel for export 
to all destinations, except British Possessions and Pro- 
tectorates, is to pass on to the colliery the amount of 
the adjustment between coal prices and exporters’ 
rmuneration which took place on the 2nd March last, 
ind which is continued with certain modifications in the 
new Directions, except in the case of shipments to 
British Possessions and Protectorates. Article 2 of the 
Directions has been introduced in order to meet so 
fr as possible certain objections made by exporters to 
both the scope and form of the Direction of the 2nd 
March. It was arranged that the alterations should 
ome into operation on the Ist July, and it is to be 
served that up to that date the Direction of the 
®d March continues in operation and payment must 
be made in accordance with its provisions. The 
Directions are as follow :— 


1. (a) The prices specified in the schedules appended to the 
irections of the Controller of Coal Mines, dated 31st Janu- 
ity, 1918, are hereby increased by 2s. 6d. per ton. 
(b) The prices in Schedule A, so increased, shall apply to 
thipments to France and Italy (including French and Italian 
Possessions), and the footnote on the first page of the schedule 
khereby withdrawn. 
(c) These increases apply to the prices of all cargoes and 
unkers loading of which was commenced on or after the 
{th June, 1918. 

2. The Direction of 2nd March, 1918, as to the charge of 
me-third of 5 per cent. brokerage on freight shall not apply 
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to any cargoes the loading of which is commenced after the 
30th June, 1918, but the charge shall be dealt with as follows 
in respect of such cargoes for (a) British Possessions and 
Protectorates; (6) France and Italy (including French and 
Italian Possessions) ; and (c) other destinations respectively : 


(a) British Possessions and Protectorates. 

The charge of one-third of 5 per cent. brokerage on 
freight to be paid to the exporter by the shipowner, 
time-charterer or buyer shall be paid over by the 
exporter to the owners of the collieries, coke-ovens 
or patent fuel works from which the fuel is shipped, 
less 6d. per ton to be retained by the exporter. 

(b) France and Italy. 

The charge of one-third of 5 per cent. brokerage on 
freight paid to the exporter by the shipowner, time- 
charterer or buyer shall in respect of cargoes for 
shipment to France or Italy (including French and 
Italian Possessions), loading of which is commenced 
after the 30th June, 1918, be retained by the ex- 
porter as in the case of shipments prior to the 2nd 
March; and the exporter shall remit to the owners 
of the collieries, coke-ovens or patent fuel works from 
which the fuel is shipped 50 per cent. of the re- 
muneration prescribed by Article 9 of the Directions 
of the Controller of Coal Mines, dated 31st January, 
1918, provided that the exporter shall in no case 
retain less than 3d. per ton out of which any pay- 
ments to agents abroad must be made. 

(c) Other Destinations. 

The charge of one-third of 5 per cent. brokerage on 
freight to be paid to the exporter by the shipowner, 
time-charterer or buyer shall be paid over in full by 
the exporter to the owners of the collieries, coke- 
ovens or patent fuel works from which the fuel is 
shipped. 


3. In view of the provisions of paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
Article 2 of these Directions, the schedule prices of coal sup- 
plied to patent fuel works after the 30th June for the manu- 
facture of patent fuel for shipment to destinations abroad, 
other than British Possessions and Protectorates, are hereby 
increased by 6d. per ton, in addition to the increase specified 
in Article 1. 


_ 





WATER POWER RESOURCES COMMITTEE. 


The Board of Trade have appointed, with the con- 
currence of the Ministry of Reconstruction, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen to be a Committee to examine and 
report upon the Water Power Resources of the United 
Kingdom, and the extent to which they can be made 
available for industrial purposes :— 


Sir John F. C. Snell, M.1I.C.E. (Chairman); Mr. 
G. 8S. Albright; Sir Dugald Clerk, J.P., D.Se., F.R.S., 
M.1.C.E., M.I.M.E.; Dr. J. F. Crowley; Mr. H. F. 
Carlill, Board of Trade; Mr. Philip Dawson; Prof. 
Gibson, D.Sc., M.I.M.E.; Mr. Vernon Hartshorn, 
J.P.; Dr. H. R. Mill, D.Se., LL.D.; Mr. A. Newlands, 
M.1.C.E.; Mr. G. C. Vyle, representing the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce in the United Kingdom; Mr. 
A. J. Walter, K.C.; Mr. Ralph Walter, Ministry of 
Reconstruction; and Mr. D. J. Williams. 

Mr. R. T. G. French is the Secretary, and all com- 
munications intended for the Water Power Resources 


Committee should be addressed to him, at 10, Princes 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 





APPLICATIONS FOR IMPORT LICENCES. 


The Controller of the Department of Import 
Restrictions draws the attention of importers to the 
desirability of making application for the issue of 
import licences as long as possible before the expected 
arrival of the goods. This applies particularly to 
imports by parcel post. For some time past it 
has been the practice of the Department of Import 
Restrictions to send licences for imports by post direct 
to the Customs in order that there should be no undue 
delay in clearing the goods from the parcels depots 
on arrival. Importers are requested to co-operate, so 
far as lies in their power, in reducing the congestion 
in the mails. 


> 
— 
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Special Articles. 





THE SUPPLY OF FLAX. 


CONTROL AND DEVELOPMENT. 


All the great textile materials—-Cotton, Wvol, Flax, 
Jute and Hemp—are war materials of the highest im- 
portance, and all of them have come under control 
during the war. The working of the Cotton Control 
Board—which is an Executive Authority of the Board 
of Trade—has been described in these columns, and it 
is now proposed to deal with the textile controls which 
are within the sphere of other Departments of State. 
The military importance of flax, from which is derived 
linen thread and fabric, will be apparent at once. Fine 
linen is the best fabric for the wings of aeroplanes, and 
both fine and coarse linen are needed for numberless 
other necessary naval and military purposes. 





NorMAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 


Before the war the greater part of the Flax supply 
of the world came from the Allied Countries—from 
Russia, Belgium, France. and the United Kingdom 
(Ireland). Russia was by far the largest grower of 
coarse flax; the finer varieties came from Ireland and 
France, and also from neutral Holland. Great Britain 
drew from 70,000 to 80,000 tons per annum from 
Russia, 10,000 tons from Ireland, and 10,000 tons from 
the other three sources of supply—France, Belgium 
and Holland. 


THE EMBARRASSMENTS OF WAR. 


The outbreak of war almost immediately introduced 
serious embarrassments. For Belgium within a few 
weeks was eliminated altogether as a source of supply, 
and the closing of the Baltic stopped the natural outlet 
of Russian flax. Great Britain, which had become, by 
the enemy occupation of Belgium, entirely dependent 
on Russia for coarse flax, could not carry it thence 
except by the long circuitous route which ends in the 
bottle neck of Archangel. The supply of Russian flax 
was therefore limited to the quantities which could be 
moved from the western growing districts to Archangel 
and conveyed thence over sea. The position in regard 
to fine flax was better. France’s small crop was 
naturally retained in the country for purposes of home 
manufacture, but Great Britain had full access to the 
Irish crop, and to part, at least, of the Dutch crop. 


EARLY MEASURES OF CONTROL. 


In the earlier stages of the war our then compara- 
tively small requirements for aeroplane fabric were 
easily supplied by the Irish crop and the production 
of Irish looms. But the necessity for exceptional 
measures soon arose in order to secure raw material 
from Russia for the heavier goods produced by the 
Scottish Linen Industry and required in increasing 
quantities by the Admiralty and War Office. The 
difficulties experienced in Russia which necessitated the 
earliest measures of British control were of two sorts: 
those of transport and of high prices. The first step 
in control was taken by the War Office, which issued an 
Army Council Order under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations on 28th January, 1916, prohibiting dealings 
in dressed or undressed Russian Flax or Tow in stock 
in the United Kingdom. This was extended on 21st 
March, 1916, to include dealings in Russian Flax and 
Tow wherever situated. ; 


GOVERNMENT PURCHASES. 


Private transactions having been eliminated by these 
Orders, the War Office then made arrangements to 
purchase on Government account and import in Admi- 
ralty tonnage the total British requirements of this raw 
material. A system of centralised purchase was insti- 
tuted by incorporating in an organisation known as the 
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Exporters’ Committee, Petrograd, the four English 
firms in the Flax trade which possessed buying organi. 
sations of their own in Russia; these firms were em. 
ployed to purchase on commission the necessary sup. 
plies of Flax for the entire industry. ‘Transport to 
Archangel, which had been at the mercy of a system 
under which permits for railway wagons were issued 
to private applicants, who frequently re-sold them at 
advantageous prices without ever having possessed 4 
pound of Flax to ship, was centralised under a specially 
appointed Transport Officer, and shipping arrangements 
were carefully co-ordinated with the Admiralty so a 
to utilise steamers returning from the White Sea. 

At the same time it became necessary for the War 
Department to establish a selling organisation through 
which its purchases of Flax might be distributed to 
the Scottish and Irish industry. The assistance of 
leading members of the trade was secured, and a War 
Department Flax Office was opened in Dundee with a 
subsidiary branch at Belfast, and the whole scheme of 
purchase and distribution was operated under the super. 
vision of a section of the War Office Contracts Depart- 
ment in London. 


FURTHER MEASURES OF CONTROL. 


With the rapid expansion of the aeroplane programme 
involved in the development of the use of aircraft, 
and the adhesion of further Allies whose aeroplanes 
required to be equipped with linen fabric from Irish 
looms, the position in fine Flax became steadily more 
serious, and it became necessary for the Director 
of Army Contracts and Aircraft Equipment to impose 
& more stringent form of control. On the 5th June, 
1917, the Army Council prohibited the sale or removal 
of all stocks of Courtrai Flax, whether spun or unspun. 
On 3rd March, 1917, a further Order was issued. requisi- 
tioning, through the War Department Flax Oftice, 
Dundee, all Russian Flax or Tow which had arrived 
or was to arrive in the United Kingdom. 


ENTIRE FLAx PrRopuctTion TAKEN OVER. 


Later in the year, on 25th August, 1917, the Minister 
of Munitions, who had become responsible for the 
operations of the Department of Aeronautical Supplies, 
made an Order prohibiting the spinning, manufacture 
or delivery of wet spun yarn made from Flax line 
without the permit of the Department of Aeronautical 
Supplies, Air Board. It was now necessary to take still 
more drastic steps, and by Order of the same date the 
Minister of Munitions gave notice that he took pos- 
session of the entire Flax production of the United 
Kingdom. Arrangements were made by the Depart- 
ment of Aeronautical Supplies for the purchase of the 
Irish crop through a local organisation, with an adminis- 
trative centre in Belfast, and prices were fixed at which 
the crop was taken over. 


PROHIBITION OF EXPORT. 


A useful barometer for the study of the progressive 
severity of the position will be found in the gradual 
development of the restrictions imposed upon _ the 
export trade. Flax and Linen were first placed under 
prohibition for export towards the end of 1915. The 
prohibition was at first not very comprehensive, as 
the actual and potential military value of Flax and its 
products were then hardly fully realised. At this time 
the main consideration was that of the blockade, parti- 
cularly with regard to aircraft fabric. As our standard 
of aircraft fabric was exceptionally high and our 
supplies of flax ample, there was a tendency to regard 
th's standard as the basis for all aircraft. Shortly after, 
this proved to be fallacious, inasmuch as Germany, 
owing to shortage of fine spindles and raw material, was 
found to be using a very much lower standard of cloth— 
actually a form of tailors’ canvas. 

The Linen Prohibition was accordingly strengthened 
and extended so as to include all fabrics of this kind, 
in fact, all fabrics above a certain standard, other than 
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those bleached in the piece. Heavy canvases, such as 
tent duck, navy canvas, canvas hose, etc., were also 
included, as well as Linen Yarn and Thread. As the 
many degrees of importance of flax and certain flax 
products as a prime military factor became apparent, 
exports were more and more closely scrutinised and 
restricted, and from an early date the export of all 
goods in any way suitable for war purposes was in 
the main disallowed, and licences were only granted 
very sparingly and under the strictest possible 
guarantees. It was constantly found that Linen Goods 
which, owing to their nomenclature, were apparently 
of a perfectly harmless character, served some more 
or less vital war requirement, and it was therefore 
necessary to use the utmost possible care in adminis- 
tering the Prohibition. 


INCREASING STRINGENCY. 


At a later period, owing to the altered Russian 
situation and other circumstances whereby the avail- 
able supply of Flax became seriously curtailed, the 
question of export restrictions in connection with the 
conservation of raw material outweighed the blockade 
and other considerations, and the most severe and 
stringent regulations possible were enforced. This 
policy is being continued and the control of the position 
at the outlet added to the control at the source of 
production effectively prevents possible leakage and 
draws a complete ring round all material required for 
war purposes, which cannot easily be broken through. 
The policy of stringency and caution which has been 
adopted throughout the administration of the Flax 
Prohibition has, by retaining material in this country, 
contributed in no small measure to the alleviation of 
the serious position created by the sudden and unex- 
pected alteration of the general situation in regard to 
the available supply of flax. 


FiLax SEED SUPPLIES. 


Before the war the Irish Flax grower was entirely 
dependent for his supplies of Seed upon Russia and 
Holland. This state of things, undesirable for reason 
of exchange at a period when supplies moved easily 
about the world, became doubly undesirable at a time 
when the importation of new crop Russian Seed 
involved the use of the Swedish transit route, and all 
the delays attendant upon that means of transport in 
winter, and when the importation of both Russian and 
Dutch Seed involved the North Sea crossing and the 
use of tonnage for a purpose which could have been 
avoided had the Irish farmer learnt, as his Russian 
and Dutch competitors have long done, to save and 
utilise his own seed. What might have developed into 
a serious crisis followed by a Flax famine was averted 
by the prompt action of the War Office in 1917 in buying 
at short notice considerable quantities of foreign Seed 
and taking charge of all arrangements for the impor- 
tation of Flax Seed which was rushed into Belfast and 
tesulted in an acreage which showed a _ substantial 
increase over that of 1916. | 


COMPULSORY SAVING OF SEED. 


In order to avoid a repetition of this situation, an 
Order was made by the Army Council on the 12th July, 
1917, imposing upon every grower of Flax in Ireland 
the duty of saving the Seed from one-eighth of his 
crop. The compulsory introduction of a practice which 
all Irish Flax growers regarded as an experiment, and 
some as a fatal one, was a step which success has justi- 
fied. There is reason to hope that this compulsory 
action has introduced into Irish agriculture a practice 
which should be lasting in its effect. The quality of 
the Seed produced has been admirable, and Flax 
growers are beginning to feel confidence in their ability 
to render Ireland less dependent upon foreign sources 


of supply for its Seed. 


CENTRALISATION OF CONTROL. 


At this stage in the evolution of Flax control the War 
Office was responsible for the supply of raw material 
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from Russia, as well as of certain Flax Seed, and, in 
company with the Admiralty, for the control of the 
Scottish Linen Industry, while the Department of 
Aeronautical Supplies, Ministry of Munitions, was 
responsible for the purchase of Irish raw material and 
the control of Irish Linen Industry, of which that 
Department was the largest customer. Flax produc- 
tion in Ireland was directed by the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 
although it did not fall within its province to stimulate 
the Irish grower to an exceptional effort whilst Flax 
production in England was left to private enterprise, 
with the assistance, when required, of the War Office. 
It was clearly desirable that responsibility for supplies 
of a raw material of so essential a Naval, Milit and 
Aeronautical character should be centralised in a single 


body. 
THE FLAX CONTROL BOARD. 


The formation of the Flax Control Board, under the 
Chairmanship of Lord Colwyn, was therefore agreed 
upon by Mr. Andrew Weir, Surveyor-General of 
Supplies, War Office, and Sir William Weir, then 
Director-General of Aircraft Production, Ministry of 
Munitions, and received the approval of Lord Derby 
in October, 1917. Simultaneously it was appointed 
to perform certain important functions under the War 
Priorities Committee, War Cabinet. The Control 
Board, which has its headquarters in the Department 
of the Surveyor-General of Supply, War Office, is in 
reality an inter-departmental executive committee, con- 
taining the following representatives of the various 
Departments concerned in the production and con- 
sumption of Flax :— 


War Office Contracts Department: 


Sir A. H. Goldfinch, K.B.E.; Mr. T. B. Barker; 
Mr. J. Beattie; Mr. W. H. Gardner. . 
War Office, Raw Materials, Finance: 
Mr. J. A. Cooper. 
Department of Aircraft Production, 
Munitions: 
Brig.-Gen. Alexander; 
Lieut. R. Thynne. 
Admiralty : 
Mr. P. Minter; Mr. O. S. Griffiths; Mr. E. C. 
Given. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland: 
Prof. J. R. Campbell; Mr. Frank Barbour. 
Flax Production Branch, Board of Agriculture. and 
Fisheries: : 
Mr. W. Gavin. 
War Trade Department: 
Mr. J. A. Milne. 
Secretary: Mr. P. Guedalla, War Office. 


In addition to these official representatives, the Board 
includes the following representatives of the industry 


itself :— 


Scottish Flax Spinners’ and Manufacturers’ Advisory 
Committee: 

Mr. W. Norman Boase. 

Flax Spinners’ Association (Belfast): 
Mr. R. Garrett Campbell. 

Irish Power Loom Manufacturers’ Association: 
Mr. R. J. McKeown. 

Dundee and District Union of Jute and Flax Workers: 
Mr. J. F. Sime. 

Flax Roughers and Yarn Spinners’ Union: 
Mr. Dawson Gordon. 


This body is responsible for the supervision and 
co-ordination and all arrangements for securing supplies. 
of Seed, Flax and Flax goods for war purposes. 


Ministry of 


Lieut.-Col. A. Reiss; 


CONTROL OF SEED SUPPLY. 


The earliest problem which confronted the Board 
after its formation was the provision of adequate sup- 
plies of Seed, for sowing in 1918 and future years. 
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Arrangements were made under which the War Office 
became responsible for the execution of the Board’s 
programme of Seed purchase in Russia, Holland, Japan, 
Canada, and the United States of America. Arrange- 
ments were made by the Board for the prompt importa- 
tion of these purchases and for their distribution through 
the Irish Seed merchants in equitable proportions. As 
a result of these purchases, it is estimated that the 
Irish acreage for 1918 will show a 50 per cent. increase 
over that for 1917. 

At the same time arrangements were entered into 
for the production within the Empire of still larger 
quantities of Seed which it is hoped will be available 
for sowing in future seasons, whilst the successful 
experiments of Seed saving in Ireland on a large scale 
will be effected in respect of one-eighth of the 1918 
crop, and English and Scottish farmers are prepared 
to save the Seed on the whole of their crops produced 
in the present season. 


CONTROL OF FLAx SUPPLY AND PRODUCTION. 


Imported Flax continued to be purchased in Russia 
by the War Office with the approval of the Board, and 
in view of the increasing need for fine Dutch Flax, 
the commercial organisation of the War Office was 
utilised by the Board to undertake purchasing opera- 
tions on a considerable scale in Holland. Arrangements 
were once more made for the purchase of the entire 
Irish crop by the Department of Aircraft Production, 
Ministry of Munitions, at prices approved by the 
Board. 

Various measures were undertaken by the Board 
which had for their object the stimulation of Flax 
production in the United Kingdom. A group of 
leading members of the Linen Trade approached the 
Board with a proposal to obtain official financial assist- 
ance for a scheme of extended Flax production in 
various parts of Ireland. These operations are already 
in progress and will be continued by a Company formed 
for the purpose, and named the Flax Society, Limited, 
which is supported by a Government guarantee of 
£600,000, representing three-quarters of its financial 
resources. 


ENGLISH AND SCOTTISH FLAX. 


At the same time it was decided to make an excep- 
tional effort to reintroduce Flax production on a serious 
scale into Great Britain. The acreage under Flax in 
England and Scotland in 1917 as estimated is less than 
1,000 acres. At the request of the Flax Control Board, 
the Board of Agriculture now undertook a cultivation 
programme of 10,000 acres. The organisations which 
had formerly been responsible for English Flax pro- 
duction were combined into a newly formed Flax Pro- 
duction Branch of the Board of Agriculture, and large 
areas were developed in Somerset, Yorkshire, Lincoln- 
shire, Suffolk, and Fifeshire. The Board of Agriculture 
has already considerably exceeded the acreage which it 
had been asked to obtain by the Flax Contro! Board. 


THE EmMpirE FLAX GROWING COMMITTEE. 


In order that the possibilities of the Empire as a 
.grower of flax might be systematically explored the 
above Committee was set up in March of this year 
by the President of the Board of Trade. This Com- 
mittee, of which Lord Colwyn is the Chairman, keeps 
in close touch with the Flax Control Board, whose 
Secretary is one of its members. 


THE LINEN INDUSTRY UNDER CONTROL. 


The problem which faced the Flax Control Board in 
the Linen Industry was a double one :— 


(a) To substitute a single control for the previous 
system of dualism under which the Scottish 
Industry was directed by the War Office and 
the Irish Industry by the Department of Aero- 
nautical Supplies, Ministry of Munitions, as the 
principal customers in each market respectively. 


| 
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(6) ‘To effect, in face of the serious diminution in + 


supplies of raw material due to the Russian 
situation such economies in the consumption of 
raw material as should enable the industry at 
once to satisfy the needs of the Supply Depart- 
ments concerned, and to provide the necessary 
employment for its workers. 

The Board’s solution of these problems was embodied 
in the system of local control applied under the Flax 
(Restriction of Consumption) Order, made by the Army 
Council on behalf of the Board under the Defence of 
the Realm Regulations on 27th December, 1917. This 
Order prohibited the use of Flax without the licence 
of the Flax Control Board. 


RATIONING THE INDUSTRY. 


In order to establish the necessary machinery for 
the issue of these licences, which amounted in effect 
to the rationing of the Linen Industry with raw 
material, the Flax Control Board established Scottish 
and Irish Sub-Committees in Dundee and Belfast 
respectively. These Sub-Committees consisted of 
representative members of the Linen Industry, together 
with representatives of the Admiralty, War Depart- 
ment, Department of Aircraft Production, as the three 
Supply Departments concerned in the purchase of its 
products. Labour was originally represented upon the 
Scottish and Irish Labour Advisory Committees which 
were attached to each local Sub-Committee, with a 
direction that upon matters directly affecting the 
interests of Labour the Sub-Committee and Labour 
Advisory Committee should sit in joint session. It was 
at a later stage, however, found more convenient to 
transfer the representatives of labour to seats on the 
local Sub-Committees themselves. 


REDUCING FLAx CONSUMPTION. 


These bodies assumed, under the direction of the 
Flax Control Board, the responsibility for effecting 
the necessary reduction of Flax consumption, with a 
view to the elimination of civil and export trade where 
it was found to involve the use of material suitable 
for any essential national purpose. So drastic a policy 
naturally could not be imposed suddenly without 
inflicting great hardship. The Sub-Committee, there- 
fore, proceeded to effect a gradual reduction of inessen- 
tial production which has completely satisfied the 
expectations of the Board by reserving for essential 
purposes all suitable raw material, whilst avoiding that 
dislocation of labour which could not have been 
unattended with grave results. 

Similar restrictions were imposed, although with 
slightly different machinery, in the somewhat special 
branch of the Linen Thread trade by the Flax (Restric- 
tion of Consumption) No. 2 and No. 8 Orders of 
8th January and 26th February, 1918 


FLAX SUBSTITUTES. 


At the same time the area of raw materials dealt 
with by the Flax Control Board was extended so as 
to include those grades of Hemp which could be utilised 
in substitution for Flax, and the Hemp (Restriction of 
Consumption) Order, 1918, provided that higher grades 
of Russian and Italian Hemp should not be put into 


‘manufacture after lst March, 1918, without licences 


similar to those already issued in the case of Flax. The 
policy followed by the Board in the case of Hemp has 
been to conserve for essential purposes all classes of 
Hemp which may be ranked as Flax substitutes. 

The system of control erected by the Board possesses 
a special interest by reason of the strong Labour element 
in its composition, and because in effect the Linen 
trade has been rendered self-controlled. The degree 
of restriction is decided by the Central Board in accord- 
ance with the requirements of the fighting Depart- 
ments, and the policy is put into practical operation by 
the trade itself in the local Sub-Committees. 
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THE COAL TRADE. 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 

The Report of the Departmental Committee on the 
Coal Trade after the War has just been issued (Vu. 
9093, price 4d.). ‘I'he Committee was appointed in 
June, 1916, with Lord Rhondda as Chairman, to “‘con- 
sider the position of the Coal Trade. after the War, with 
especial reference to International Competition, and 
to report what measures, if any, are mecessary or 
desirable to safeguard that position.’”” When Lord 
Khondda became President of the Local Government 
Board he resigned the Chairmanship, which was 
accepted by Sir (then Mr.) Adam Nimmo, K.B.E. The 
Report, which was unanimous, is dated 25th April, 
1917. 

The Report is drawn up on the assumption that it 
is essential in the national interest that the Export 
Coal Trade, which before the war amounted to about 
one-fourth of the entire output, should not only be 
maintained, but that every effort should be made to 
increase it. ‘‘ It is evident,’’ say the Committee, 
‘‘ that the country’s ability to maintain its export trade 
in coal, as in other commodities, must depend upon the 
umount of shipping. tonnage at the disposal of the 
country at the close of hostilities. It has to be borne 
in mind that the military requirements of the Allies 
have made it impossible until quite recently to set about 
replacing in their own yards the normal wastage in mer- 
cantile tonnage, added to which there have been serious 
losses owing to submarine warfare, and these losses may 
be greatly increased. Every possible means should, 
therefore, be adopted for accelerating the construction 
of new tonnage, but, however quickly undertaken, this 
cannot make good by the end of the war the deficiency 
in tonnage which will then exist. 

‘It appears, therefore, to the Committee that it 
must become a definite part of the national policy to 
secure to the country enemy tonnage to make good, 
as far as may be possible, the destruction occasioned in 
respect of our own ships and those of our Allies. Unless 
this policy were followed it appears inevitable that a 
considerable time must elapse, even if other conditions 
were favourable, before the export trade could be 
restored to its normal level. The effect of such a situa- 
tion upon many very important national interests, 
including the fundamental consideration of employ- 
ment, requires no elaboration. 

‘‘ The German position will not be affected to so great 
an extent, as a large proportion of the coal exported from 
Germany is conveyed by rail and inland waterways. 

‘* The necessity will also exist for the earliest possible 
release of all vessels requisitioned by the Admiralty. 
The Committee call attention to these preliminary con- 
siderations as having a most important bearing upon 
the views subsequently expressed in their Report, and 
as very largely determining the conclusions reached. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


‘‘ In respect of the cost of production, the evidence 
from every district of the country indicated that costs 
under practically every head have been for some years 
increasing. ‘The increase during the six years before 
the war was very considerable, wages, materials and 
legislation having each contributed. From two-thirds 
to three-fourths of the cost of production is represented 
by wages, and these in some districts were 15 per cent. 
to 20 per cent. higher in 1913 than in 1909. Since 
1913 the increase under this head has been very great.’’ 
‘* No doubt ’’ (the Committee say) ‘‘ some reduction in 
cost can be effected by improved organisation of the 
mines and by the more extended use of mechanical 
appliances, and it is very desirable that improvements 
in these directions should be brought about. The cost of 
materials will also fall substantially from existing prices, 
but it appears to be extremely unlikely that pre-war 
figures will be reached for a considerable time, if at all. 

‘‘ For some years after the war the large amount of 
development and other work which has fallen into arrear 
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during the war will have'to be‘undertaken. Further, 
in many districts the best and most cheaply worked 
coal is becoming exhausted, ‘and to maintain output 
resort will have to be had to thinner, dirtier; and deeper 
seams. Recent sinkings have been almost invariably 
to coal at greater depth, where the capital required per 
ton of coal raised is very much larger than that required 
for shallower mines, and interest and depreciation will 
necessarily have to be provided upon a much larger 
outlay of capital relative to the output. The cost of 
working these mines may also be expected to be high. 
These facts have led the Committee to conclude that 
the cost of production will continue to be substantially 
higher than before the war.’’ 


OuTPUT PER PERSON EMPLOYED. 


‘’ As affecting the cost of production before the war, 
and as having an important bearing upon the competi- 
tive position of the country as compared with other 
countries, all the witnesses referred to the steady de- 
cline in the yearly output per person employed at the 
mines. In the quinquennium 1906-1910 the yearly 
output per person employed underground averaged 340 
tons. This output was 360 tons in 1906 and 321 tons in 
1913, showing a fall of 11 per eent: The Committee 
recognise that this is a very important question, as the 
cost of production is ultimately largely determined by: 
the output per person employed, and the position de- 
mands the very serious consideration of employers and 
workmen. Whatever may be the causes of the decline 
in the output per man employed underground, such 
decline is in itself a controlling factor, as affecting the 
country’s competitive power in many directions. Every 
effort, therefore, should be made to increase production 
in this respect. 

‘“ Any policy involving restriction of output should. 
be abandoned, and the workman should have security 
that if he increases his output where possible, he ghall 
not suffer for it by any arbitrary treatment of wage 
rates. ‘This is an aspect of the question which ought 
to be capable of solution between the interested parties 
by.reasonable and harmonious methods of negotiation. 
Whether there is to be a rapid recovery from the 
devastation of the war er not must largely depend upon 
our ability to increase production generally per head 
of population. In the mining industry there should be 
the fullest possible co-operation between the employers 
and workmen, particularly during the years immediately 
following the war, to obtain this result.”’ 

DISTRIBUTION OF Exports To ALLIEs. 


The Committee examine in detail the statistics c . 
exports, and state that the exports of coal from the . 
United Kingdom to the Allied countries in 1913 . 
amounted to 33,818,085 tons, including 1,908,201 tons 
to the Possessions of the Allies, and wete distributed 
as follows :— : et hee aes ee 








Russia ... ” §,998,434 
Belgium . 2,031,077... - 
France ... -” wd 12,775;909 :.: 
Algeria... 503 je 1,281,664 
Other French Possessions 233,445 
Portugal ain _ ” 1,201,222. — 
Portuguese Possessions ... .. SOTA... 
Italy. ees eee 9,647,161 
Italian East Africa 5,361 - 
Roumania das 251,929: 
Japan 3,652 
Total to Allies and their Possessions 33,818,085 


GERMANY’S CoaL TRADE. 


No special consideration, say the Comimittee, need 
be given to Germany’s trade with enemy and neutral 
countries, as it may be assumed that it will be continued 
on pre-war lines. As regards Allied countries, the 
quantity of German coal supplied to them: in 1913 was 
11,920.000 tons, and of coke 4,027,000 tons, equal in 
crude coal to 6,712,000 tons—a total of 18,632,000 tons. 
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Deducting from this the quantity Germany received 
from the Allies, 9,380,000 tons of coal and 519,000 tons 
of coke, equal in crude coal to 865,000 tons—a total of 
10,245,000 tons—it will be seen that the exports from 
Germany to the Allied countries exceeded her imports 
from them by 8,387,000 tons. (It is assumed that 100 
tons of coal produces 60 tons of coke.) Should the Allied 
countries desire to dispense with German coal, they 
will require 8,387,000 tons to make up for the cessation 
of imports from Germany. It is unlikely that this 
amount could be made up for many years by an 
increase in production in Russia, Belgium and France, 
so.that ‘there would appear. to be-sufficient outlet for 
some time for an expanding British output. On the 
other hand, if left with these 8,387,000 tons to dispose 
of, Germany could exercise a tremendous competitive 
pressure against. British coal in the Scandinavian and 
Dutch markets, seeing that the amount in question 
represents two-thirds of the imports of coal into those 
markets from the United Kingdom in 1913. 


_ Vatug or Our Exrort Coat TRADE. 


The coal, eoke and manufactured fuel exported from 
the United Kingdom was valued at £53,659,660 ‘ f.0.b.) 
in 1913, and represented over 10 per cent. of the total 
value of the. domestic produce exported. The 
importanee ‘of the export coal trade in relation to the 
totak-value-of the domestic produce exported to various 
countries in: 1913 is shown in the following table :— 

6 bgete..s - Value of Coal, Total Value of Per- 


cai! — Coke, and Domestic centage 
Countnes to which Exported. Manufactured Produce Value 

—T £ .’ a ——” of Coal. 
EAL TR FOP R 4,440,831 18,102,683 24:5 
SEER RET SSE A RO te 3,256,337 8 220,386 39-6 
NOPWAY «0.2 0cceececececscoes 1,572,812 6,147,422 25°6 
DE, snsdunscudessovtes 2,178,002 5,792 257 37°6 
GaeMnatay <...:..800...0000008: 5,345,732 40,677 ,030 13-1 
INL &*.... 246 ch pegdunswobes 1,269,536 15,429.144 8-2 
BelgZiym.. .......csespeeeseeee 1,176,501 13,239,733 8-9 
SS, 4 cate deeieasemmnecnl 8,291 997 28 932,988 28-7 
Spain ERE Sere mee 2,085,829 7,851 .574 26-6 
CO | RC eeeeerereeeeereey: 7,159,415 14,610.057 49-0 
RS FES PEE aR een 1,900,920 12,465,115 15-2 
Argentine Republic ...... 3,191,900 22,640,921 14:1 
2,916,422 23-0 


Uruguay ........ Leased 672,066 


SuMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 
The following:summary of recommendations is given 


in the ‘Report :— : 


1.—That the policy of the country be directed towards 
maintaining and if possible increasing the export coal trade. 

2.—That all restrictions on.the free export of coal imposed 
. during the war, including the present system of export under 
licence, should be removed as soon as possible after the ter- 
mination of hostilities. 

3.—That in order to promote the interests of foreign trade, 
not only-in coal but in other commodities, shipping in enemy 
hands should be made available for the immediate use of 
this country and her Allies at the close of hostilities. 

4._That on the termination of hostilities all men who 
prior to the war were employed in colliery work should be 
released from military duties at the earliest possible moment, 
and that every effort should be made by coalowners to 
reinstate these men as rapidly as it is practicable to do so. 

5.—That the attention of coalowners be directed to the 
desirability of introducing, wherever practicable, the most 
up to date appliances for increasing the output per person 
employed. 

6.—That the miners in every coalfield should be encouraged 
to raise the individual production of coal; that any restric- 
tions in operation affecting output should be withdrawn, 
and that arrangements should be made to ensure to the 
workmen the full reward of increased effort. 

7.—That a statutory tribunal be set up having powers— 

(1) To enforce the granting of wayleaves, both under- 
ground and surface, where unreasonably withheld, 
and to determine the conditions upon which thev 
shall bo granted. 

(2) To consider applications for, and, if so advised, to 
enforce, the granting of facilities to mineral workers 
or lessees for the erection on land adjoining col- 
lieries of coke ovens, by-product plants, chemical 

_ works and workmen’s houses and for the treatment 
in such plants and works of coals raised at such 
_ collieries or elsewhere, and to fix the conditions 
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(including compensation and tenure) upon which 
such facilities shall be granted. 

8.—That the law relating to surface support be remedied 
so as to secure that there may be as little loss of coal as 
possible in connection with the support of land, buildings, 
public works, railways, canals, etc. 

9.—That coalowners, exporters, and shippers interested in 
special markets should co-operate to prevent these markets 
from passing out of British control, and to secure satisfactory 
discharging, landing, and transport facilities for British coal 
in foreign countries, where these are inadequate. 

10.—That an investigation should be made into the char- 
acter of the plant in operation and the facilities afforded at 
all home ports used for the shipment of coal with a view to 
bringing them up to the highest level of capacity and 
efficiency. 

11.—That statistics of the trade in British coal, and coal 
in competition therewith in foreign markets should be obtain- 
able month by month by those interested in the export coal 
trade, along with any information available showing the 
trend of British trade in coal in such markets, and sugges- 
tions as to how this trade may be developed. 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 


NOTICE TO UNITED KINGDOM FIRMS 
{ . TRADING IN SIAM. 

Firms in the United Kingdom whose travellers visit 
the Far East, and Siam in particular, are notified that 
all travellers who take orders from native firms in Siam 
whose names do not appear in the list of approved con- 
signees for that country, should obtain from H.M. 
Consulate-General at Bangkok for each order a special 
permit (which will be attached to the order), recom- 
mending the importation by the native firm mentioned 
of the goods included in that order. The permit should 
eventually be forwarded by the exporting firm to the 
Foreign Trade Department, Bridgewater House, St. 
James's, S.W. 7, who will grant authority to ship the 
goods, subject to the obtaining of any necessary Export 
Licence from the War Trade Department. 














DYE RECIPES FROM SWITZERLAND. 

Information has been received by the Board of Trade 
that a person residing near Zurich, in Switzerland, and 
claiming to have special knowledge of dye processes, is 
endeavouring to sell recipes to British and American 
agents. Printed circulars have been sent from this 
quarter all over the world, and it is necessary to warn 
agents and others who receive them that the recipes 
for the so-called processes are of little or no value. 

Further information on this point may be obtained 
at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 


EXPORT OF OLD JUTE BAGGING. 

The Director of the War Trade Department 
announces that applications for permission to export 
Old Jute Bagging to consignees in the United States 
of America will now receive consideration, subject to 
the presentation by the consignor upon his application 
for a licence, of a guarantee from the consignee that 
any Bagging so exported will be used as, or for making 
into, or repairing covers or wrappers of jute, and for 
no other purpose. If so desired, this guarantee may 
be given in a general form to cover all further similar 
applications by the consignor for export to the same 
consignee. 








~_——_—- 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTS WHOLESALE PRICES. 
An Order is published in the ‘‘ Government Notices ”’ 
Section setting out the present wholesale prices of 


Petroleum Products: Spirit, Kerosene, Gas Oil and 
Fuel Oil. 


ett 
—— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
NEW GOLD COIN VALUED Rs. 1. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London notifies that a 
able has been received from the Department of Commerce 
and Industrv, Government of India, to the effect that an 
Ordinance, issued on 14th June, provides for the minting 
and issue of a Gold Mohur coin of a weight and fineness equal 
othe sovereign. It will be legal tender for 15 rupees. 


CANADA. 

















WANUFACTURE AND SALE OF CANNED FOODS. 


An important notice has,been published by the Canada 
food Board, under date 8th May, in regard to the manu- 
facture and sale of canned or preserved fruits, meats and 
other comestibles. 

On and after 15th June, 1918, no person shall deal whole- 
ale. or as brokers or commission merchants in canned or 
preserved fruits or vegetables, meats, poultry, soups, seeds 
grains, or products made therefrom, jellies, Jams, sauces, 
pickles; condensed, evaporated, dried, powdered or canned 
nilk; or dried, evaporated or desiccated fruits or vegetables, 
rithout first having obtained from the Canada Food Board 
a licence, to be called ‘“‘Canners’ Wholesale Licence,’’ ‘‘Can- 
ners’ Broker’s Licence,’? and ‘“‘Canners’ Commission Mer- 
chant’s Licence,’? as may be made necessary by the trading 
operations of the applicant, save and except those persons 
tho have obtained a Wholesale Grocer’s Licence under Order 
No. 17 of the Canada Food Board. 

Licensees under this Order shall be divided into the fol- 
lowing classes :— 

(a) Manufacturers, whose business it is to convert the 
raw or partly finished product into the finished or 
semi-finished article of commerce, or who in any way 
change the form or condition of the product in 
which they deal. 

()) Wholesalers, who buy in wholesale quantities and 
warehouse their purchases, and of which not less 
than 90 per centum of the total value thereof is sold 
to the retailer. 

(-) Wholesale jobbers, who regularly deal in merchandise, 
acting as importers or dealers on their own account, 
and sell only in wholesale quantities. 

(d) Commission agents, who warehouse or handle goods 
for the owner on commission basis onlv. 

(ec) Brokers, who do not warehouse or handle goods, but 
act as intermediaries between seller and buyer, sell- 
ing on a brokerage basis only. 





PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 1917 INSURANCE 
ACT. 


A Bill to amend the Federal Insurance Act, 1917, was 
resented before the Canadian House of Commons for its 
First Reading on 18th April. Its provisions as affecting 
United Kingdom Insurance Companies doing business in 
ireand inland marine insurance in Canada are as follows :— 

Subsection one of section 14 of the 1917 Act is amended 
by the addition of ‘‘(1a) Every British and foreign company 
arrving on the business of fire insurance shall, before the 
issue of such licence deposit with the Minister in such 
eeurities the sum of one hundred thousand dollars.’’ 

Canadian life insurance companies will continue to deposit 
0,000 dollars, as provided in the 1917 Act. and the addition 
of the word “Canadian’’ after the word “every”? in the 
cond line of subsection one of section 14 is proposed to 
ensure this. 

Again, section 19 of the 1917 Act is repealed, and the fol- 
bwing substituted in its place :— ; 

‘19. Subject to the provisions of section one hundred and 
twenty-five of this Act, if it appears from the annual state- 
ments or from an examination of the affairs and condition 
any company carrying on the business of fire or inland 
Marine insurance, that its assets in Canada, including the 
leposit in the hands of the Minister, exceed by less than 25 
ber cent. the reinsurance value of all its risks outstanding 
in Canada together with other liabilities in Canada, the 
Company shall be notified by the Minister to increase its said 
assets in Canada bv an amount such that the accented value 
of al] its assets in Canada shall exceed by at Jeast 25 per cent. 
its liabilities in Canada as aforesaid, and on its failure to 
80 increase its assets in Canada within 60 days after being so 
notified. the Minister may withdraw its licence.”’ 


-—— 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 


NIGERIA. 


MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL OF CROWN 
LANDS. | 
An Ordinance (No. 7 of 1918) issued in a Supplement to the 
‘“‘Gazette’’ of 18th April, provides for the management and 
disposal of Crown Lands. The Ordinance, which may be 
consulted at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) gives the conditions under which leases 
may be granted, reservations (i.e., as regards minerals, fore- 
shore, etc.), and the resumption of lands for public purposes, 


ST. LUCIA. 
INCOME TAX AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1918. 


Income Tax Rates in St. Lucia are revised by an Ordinance 
passed by the Legislative Council on 13th April, and are 
now fixed as follows :— 














Income Rate in the £ 
£ £ a. 4. 
5: UU el ok 1 
> ae a 2 
NN A ia al 3 
i! 4 
St. MEE - dcccscduadaseundhsbaieesiesias 5 
a 6 
|e ere renren ere perene reno ong 8 
NR I inn k is ididucussdenseadaceadens 10 
Da ae 
RM ID, uss cv cnbedevcecadeeacdsounc 2 
I  ccccnsdvcvnssscnoccadgackics 1 6 
BR BD vkcdnvccevcccccccidcccccaccede 1 9 
I occ ccusincnenwcdenossccsacons 3: .@ 
ee ED §« —,., . cscscannteanedvevonsecunsie $3 
I i 2 6 
SE, acne cbacineseecesesccnccenc 2 9 
REET eee ee re 3 0 
I . ~ sendsndneeiinodadssecctinnseas 3.6 





UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


NEW STAMP RULES. 

New Stamp Rules (No. 90 of 1918) issued in the ‘‘Official 
Gazette’’ of 28th February, cancel the Stamp Rules of 1912 
and 1917, and provide that all duties with which any instru- 
ment is chargeable under the Stamp Ordinance of 1915 shall 
be paid, and such payment shall be indicated on such instru- 
ment by stamps of the following kinds :— 

(a) Stamps of such denominations and of such design as 
the Treasurer may determine, impressed upon such 
instrument at the Treasury, Entebbe, or, 

(b) Adhesive postage stamps of the East Africa and 
Uganda Protectorates up to six cents, surcharged 
with the words ‘‘Uganda Revenue.” | 

The Rules, which are dated 23rd February, contain other 
provisions, and may be consulted at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intel- 
ligence). 








EUROPE. 
ITALY. 


CONTROL OF SALE OF TOBACCO. 


A Decree, dated 9th May, and published in the ‘‘Official 
Gazette’’ of 23rd May, places certain restrictions on the sale 
of tobacco during the period of the War and until six months 
after the conclusion of peace. 

Within this period the sale of tobacco to the public is con- 
fined by the Decree to shops where monopoly goods are sold, 
except in cases where the Minister of Finance may lav down 
special regulations for the sale of tobacco to troops. Dealers 
may keep tobacco only in their shops and in a visible way. 
Italian tobaccos kept or conveyed by any person whatsoever 
in quantities exceeding one kilog. are considered contraband. 
Also, if kept by dealers in quantities exceeding one kilog. 
anywhere outside their shops, or if kept concealed in their 
shops. 

The Minister of Finance will fix the quantities to be sold. 


RUSSIA. 


DECREE ESTABLISHING CONTROL OF 
INDUSTRY BY THE WORKPEOPLE. 


In its issue of 2rd March. Correspondenzblatt, the organ 
of the Social Democratic Federation of Trade Unions in 
Germany, contains a translation of what is described as ‘‘the 
first fundamental decree of the Bolshevik Council of the 
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People’s Commissaries designed to introduce the control of 
industry by the workpeople.”? The text of the decree is to 
the following effect :— 

‘‘1. For the purpose of a systematic regulation of the 
economic bases of establishments engaged in manufacture, 
commerce, banking, agriculture, transport, co-operative 
activities either for production or distribution, and the like, 
in which workpeople are employed or for which work is 
performed at home, control by the workpeople shall be 
introduced, which shall be exercised over production, the 
purchase and sale of products and raw materials and their 
preservation, as also over the financial management of such 
undertakings. 

‘‘2 Control by workpeople shall be exercised in each 
establishment concerned through the elected organisations 
of such workpeople, which shall include workshop and factory 
committees, councils of starosta (elders), ete. Such organisa- 
tions must comprise representatives of the salaried employees 
and of the technical staffs. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION. 


“3 For each large town, government, or manufacturing 
district there shall be formed a District Council of Work- 
men’s Control, which shall operate as an organisation belong- 
ing to the Council of Workmen’s, Soldiers’, and Peasants’ 
Deputies, and shall be composed of representatives of the 
trade unions, workshop, factory and other workpeople’s 
committees, as also of workmen’s co-operative societies. 

‘4. Until such time as a Congress of the District Councils 
of Workmen’s Control can be held, an All-Russian Council 
of Workmen’s Control shall be founded at Petrograd, con- 
sisting of representatives of the following organisations: the 
All-Russian Central Executive Committee of the Council of 
Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Deputies (five representatives), the 
All-Russian Central Executive Committee cf the Peasants 
Deputies (five), the All-Russian Council of Trade Unions 
(five), the All-Russian Central Office of Workmen’s Co-opera- 
tive Societies (two), the All-Russian Bureau of Factory 
Committees (five), the All-Russian Union of Engineers and 
Technical Employees (five), the All-Russian Union of Agri- 
cultural Surveyors (two), All-Russian trade union federa- 
tions with less than 100,000 members (one each), similar 
federations with more than 100,000 members (two each), the 
Petrograd Council of Trade Unions (two). 

‘‘5. From among the superior officials of the Workmen’s 
Control shall be formed Committees consisting of expert 
examiners (technical experts, accountants, eic.), which, buth 
on the initiative of the officials themselves and on the 
request of the inferior officials of the Workmen’. Control, 
shali be directed to examine the financial and technical 
management of the undertaking. 

* PostTIon oF PROPRIETORS. 

“6. The officials of the Workmen’s Control have the right 
to supervise production, to fix the minimum amount of 
production of the establishment, and to take necessary 
measures for ascertaining the prime cost of manufactured 
products. 

“7. They also have the right of supervising the whole of 
the correspondence of the undertaking, and proceedings 
may be taken at law against any proprietor who conceals 
wh correspondence. Commercial secrecy is annulled, Pro- 
prietors are obliged to produce to the officials of the Work- 

en’s Couneil all books and reports both for the current and 
osrlier business years. 

‘“S The decisions of the officials of the Workmen’s Control 
are binding upon proprietors, and can only be annulled by 
decisions of higher officials of the Control. 

“9. Three days’ grace shall be allowed to the proprietor 
or to the management of the undertaking, during which 
decisions of subordinate officials of the Workmen’s Controi 
mav he contested before the responsible higher officials of the 
Control. 

“10. In all business establishments the proprietor and 
the representatives of the workpeople and employees chosen 
to exercise control shall be responsible to the State for the 
strictest regulation, discipline, and _ protection of the 
property. Criminal proceedings may be taken against any 
person guilty of concealing materials, products and orders, 
of keeping inaccurate accounts, or committing other inis- 
demeanours. 7 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES. 

* 11. District Councils of Workmen’s Control (paragraph 
3) shall give decisions concerning all questions and disputes 
between the subordinate officials of the Control, and also 
complaints made by proprietors; also, while having due 
regard to the specific character of the products of the 
establishments and to local conditions, they shall issue in- 
structions within the limits imposed by the decisions and 
directions of the All-Russian Council of Workmen’s Control, 
and shall supervise the activity of the subordinate officials 
of the Workmen’s Control. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


ContTro. oF LABour. 


‘© 12. The All-Russian Council of Workmen’s Control shal] 
formulate general plans and instructions regarding control 
by the workpeople, shall issue compulsory regulations, co- 
ordinate the reciprocal relations of the District Councils, 
and operate as the body of final appeal with regard to all 
matters having connection with the control of undertakings 
by the workpeople. 

‘613. The All-Russian Council of Workmen’s Control shal] 
co-ordinate the activity of the organisations of Workmen’s 
Control in unison with the activity of all other bodies which 
are engaged in the work of organising social economics. 

‘‘ A body of rules with regard to the mutual relations 
between the All-Russian Council of Workmen’s Control and 
other bodies engaged in organising and regulating social 
economics will be issued separately. . 

‘All laws and rescripts which limit the activities of factory, 
workshop, and other committees and councils of the work- 
people and delegated representatives are hereby annulled.” 








STATE CONTROL OF INSURANCE BUSINESS. 


A Decree, dated 28rd March, has been issued by the Russian 
Government providing for State Control over all forms of 
insurance, except social (i.c., obligatory State Insurance) 
in Russia. , 

In a prefatory note addressed to Inspectors and Agents of 
Insurance Companies, it is stated that this step is deemed 
necessary in view of disquieting rumours regarding the 
collapse and impending hquidation of insurance business. 

The Government of the People’s Commissioners is therefore 
establishing State Control, and the carrying out of this task 
is entrusted to a “Council for Insurance Affairs,’ under 
the chairmanship of a Chief Commissioner who is appointed 


“by the Council of the People’s Commissioners and is directly 


responsible to it. 

A translation of the Decree, supplied by H.M. Minister 
at Copenhagen, mav be consulted at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence). 





SPAIN, 
GERMAN TRADE METHODS. 


An enquiry into German trade methods in Spain before 
the war reveals certain points of interest. The trade itself 
was not very large, but it was thought worth while to 
erect an elaborate and costly commercial mechanism and 
to conduct a systematic propaganda. In 1913. the last 
complete year of peace, Germany exported to Spain goods to 
the value of less than 7} millions sterling, and purchased 
Sparish goods valued at nearly three millions. Yet this 
comparatively insignificant volume of trade was most 
sedulously cultivated by Germany. 





Tar INptreEcT BENEFITS. 


By developing the local resources of Spain, German cor- 
porations acquired a considerable amount of control over 
the home and colonial trade. The electrical concerns. 
A.F.G. and Siemens. had a basis of profitable tprnaver ra 
accessories of all kinds, mainly manufactured in Spain and 
sold through their numerous distributing amencies. In the 
case of steam eneines, pumps, ete., close intercommunication 
of branches in France and Italv of German manufacturers 
with their agencies in Spain, was the source of considerable 
indirect trade. In the smaller trades an army of rommercial 
travellers conducted a rezular business, vielding high pronts, 
in the sale of all classes of accessories for steam users. In 
many cases the orivin of the woods (especially rubber and 
ashestos) was British for intrednuetory purneses, subsenrent 
suprlies beine a German. substitute. The seat of this 
business was Hanover. whence half-a-dozen merchant firms 
conducted a profitable trade, empleying travellers to 
visit personally every individuel consumer of anv materials 
or article in common use. Another circumstance favourable 
to German trade was the use of British, French and Italian 
adéresses for the purposes of declaration, whilst the actaal 
origin of the goods was German. A close scrutiny of 
statistics would disclose the fact that a proportion of Allied 
exports to Snain was really contributed by German manu- 
facturers and shipped at Rotterdam or Antwerp. In later 
veers the valve and timnortancre of direct tradine eoannec- 
tions hetween Spain and South America have been recognised 
by Germanv. and have heen specially manifest in the 


activities of the Deutsche Ueberseeische Bank. 
GERMAN PROPAGANDA. 

The aim of the advertising section of the German trade 
organisation was to make translations of German engineer- 
ing text-books of easv access to Spanish students. and to 
equip engineering colleges with German-made plant. The 
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magnitude of the German propaganda effort was shown in 
the figures of imported publications printed in Spauish. 
A total of 200 tons of works, designs, plans, and photographs 
was sent to Spain from Germany in 1913. A large propor- 
tion consisted of trade advertisements in one form or another. 
It is worthy of notice that the technical works, descriptive 
of industries and their equipment, are not so much literal 
translations from German as studies of local conditions and 
the application thereto of German methods and plant. ‘The 
Spaniard resents aggressive instruction and the glorification 
ot other nations’ enterprise, with its implied strictures on 
his cwn development. British trade propaganda was mostly 
of this crude kind, and the translations into Spanish 
aggravated the evil they were meant to avoid. 

Railway rolling stock and materials formed a considerable 
part of German imports into Spain. 

The steady growth in the sale of machine tools of German 
origin may be attributed almost exclusively to methods cf 
propaganda. British makers held a priceless advantage 
over their competitors, which German ingenuity and British 
neglect had turned into a weapon of destruction of British 
trade. Any industry or workshop in Spain of twenty years’ 
standing or more still has at work a British-made ‘athe, 
drilling machine, planing machine, or steam engine. It 
has served the present-day German salesman as a theme for 
the antiquated, effete standard of British manufacture, and 
it is now almost an article of faith with the modern Spanish 
engineer (educated in Germany or fed with German text- 
books) that the British pattern shop is twenty years behind 
its German counterpart. 





CHINA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1917. 


The Annual Report on the trade of China, issued by the 
Maritime Customs, states that the net value of the direct 
foreign trade in 1917 was Hk. taels 1,012,450,404—the highest 
on record, and Hk. taels 14,246,043 above the figure for 1916. 
Reduced to sterling at the average rates of exchange for 1916 
and 1917, the figures work out to £165,587,546 for 1916 and 
£218,573,277 for 1917, an increase in sterling of £52,985,731. 
(The average exchange value of the Haikwan tael during 
1917 was 4s. 3 13/16d., as against 3s. 3 13/16d. in 1916.) 

Judging the trade from the iael values—the point 
of view from which the Chinese merchants regard 
their transactions—imports were higher than in 1915 
and 1916, while exports were lower than in 1916. 
An examination of the list of imports shows that not 
only values but quantities were higher, while in 
the case of exports the smaller values of only two articles, tea 
and sesamum seed, more than cover the deficiency. As special 
and temporary causes were responsible for the reduced export 
of these two articles, the statement is justified that the 
foreign trade of China showed astonishing vitality under 
most unfavourable conditions. 

IMPORTS. 

The net imports were valued at Hk. taels 549,518,774. The 
net quantity of Indian opium imported, that is, released for 
consumption after payment of duty and likin, was 847-31 
piculs (picul=1534 lb.), all of which was released before the 
Ist April. Since that date there has been no business, as all 
godowns containing opium are under seal. The negotiations 
between the Chinese Government and the holders of opium 
regarding the purchase of the balance still unsold have not 
yet materialised. The remaining opium entered in the table 
—Persian, etc.—amounting to 224-63 piculs, was imported 
for consumption in the leased territories of Dairen and 


Tsingtau. 





TEXTILE IMPORTS 


The silver value of the cotton goods imported rose from 
Hk. taels 136,679,386 in 1916 to Hk, taels 158,950,267, an in- 
crease in sterling of over £11,600,000. In shirtings, sheetings, 
drills, and jeans, the progress made by Japan was very 
marked, and there was a distinct improvement in quality. 
Japanese grey shirtings rose from 686,472 to 1,621,525 pieces ; 
grey sheetings, from 1,921,687 to 2,616,284 pieces ; drills, from 
976,502 to 1,411,451 pieces; and jeans, from 1,251,706 to 
1,452,169 pieces. Japanese 'IT-cloths rose from 743,501 to 
915,591 pieces, and Japanese cotton cloth from 86,148,562 
yards to 106,647,420 yards; cotton blankets, from 350,342 to 
663,268 pieces ; and towels, from 1,406,109 to 1,612,359 dozens. 
American sheetings fell from 353,735 to 65,033 pieces, drills, 
from 58,709 to 2,925 pieces: while jeans rose from 755 to 
3,573 pieces. 

The falling vii io British goods was not quite so notice 
able, the most serious decline being white shirtings, from 
3,158,534 to 2,284,926 pieces. Both Indian and Japanese 
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cotton yarn fell off, the latter probably caused by the strong 
demand from Russia. Plain cotton prints were in favour, 
and rose irom 395,549 to 1,497,174 pieces, partly to fill the 
gap caused by the almost complete disappearance of prints 
trom Russia that had been doing so well of late years. All 
coloured goods seem to have been in greater demand, no 
doubt because of the difficulty in obtaining dyes. Woollen 
and cotten mixtures show an increase under every heading, 
and the trade in woollen goods showed an advance that was 
hardly to be expected considering the rise in prices; while © 
micellaneous piece-goods also did well. 
METALs. 
The import of mevals was slack. 
CoFFEE AND F'LouR. 

Catties of coffee imported numbered 14,475,863, of which 
9,644,168 were re-exported to Russia, leaving a net import 
of 4,831,695 catties, as against 829,761 catties in 1916. It 
would appear from this that there are 4,000,000 catties 
available for re-export when circumstances permit. ‘The 
import of flour nearly trebled. 

FUEL AND VEGETABLE OILS. 

Imports of gasolene rose from 685,906 to 1,183,895 gallons. 
The retail price in Shanghai was 1:05 dols., but this price 
was due to want of tonnage to bring the plentiful supplies 
that are available. Liquid fuel, too, was in greater demand, 
mostly for motor-launches, and the imports rose from 5,183 
to 18,261 tons. The competition of locally made matches is 
shown by the fall in importations from 20,620,717 to 
15,594,320 gross. American, Borneo, Japanese, and Russian 
kerosene all decreased, but Sumatra rose from 19,204,569 
to 33,633,346 gallons. 

Vegetable oils fell from 2,043,864 to 564,162 gallons, and 
railway materials sank by nearly 50 per cent. 


TIMBER. 


Shooks for making casks were imported in greater quanti- 
ties to meet the increased export. of wood and other oils. 
Hardwood timber increased, but softwood fell away to about 
a third in consequence of the lack of tonnage across the 
Pacific. 

LocoMoTives aNnD Motor Cars. 

Locomotives and tenders were valued at Hk. taels 3,578,114, 
as against Hk. taels 14,186,819 in 1916. The use of motor 
cars is increasing ; the provision of good roads would do much 
to develop the trade now kept back through want of means 
of communication. The total value of sundries was Hk. taels 
348,822,886, as compared with Hk taels 336,523,314 in 1916. 


EXPORTS. 


The net value of exports was Hk. taels 462,931,630. The 
advance made in the local manufacture of cotton goods is 
strikingly indicated by the following figures, but it must be 
understood that the vast bulk of these goods are used in the 
country and that the export figures give no idea of the 1eal 
volume of the trade. Grey shirtings have risen from 260 
pieces in 1915 to 21,504 pieces in 1917; sheetings, from 
2,494 to 38,806 pieces; drills, from 3,422 to 38,001 pieces; 
and native fancy cloth, from 298,148 to 499,553 pieces. With 
encouragement from the Government, there would be a 
vast development of this industry. 


Exports or METALS. 


Nearly all metals were exported in greater quantities than 
in 1916. Antimony, regulus and crude, increased by 56 per 
cent., but the value had declined considerably in conse- 
quence of the difficulty of procuring freight, and because the 
Kuropean demand was being supplied from Bolivia and 
elsewhere. The greater part of the export took place early 
in the year. Copper and all kinds of iron were wanted by 
Japan and were exported in greater quantities, as were lead 
ore and tin, the chief demand for the latter coming from 
America. 

MISCELLANEOUS Exvrorts. 

Beancake increased by nearly 4 million piculs, owing to 
the demand from Japan, where other fertilisers were scarce, 
and there were more orders for beans than the tonnage 
could cope with. Bricks, tiles, and cement, which are grow- 
ing industries in China, were exported much more freely, as 
were bags of all kinds, bran, cereals, egg albumen and 
yolk, flour, lard, leather, liquorice, skins and hides, timber, 
and tobacco. The increased demand for these articles was 
partly due to the war. Such things as fruits, preserves, 
ginger, rush hats, walnuts, and wax naturally fell away; 
but the serious shrinkages are ito be found among such 
staples as tea, sesamum seed, eggs, groundnuts, dressed 
skins, straw braid, and wood oil. , 

Raw silk showed some improvement in quantity over 1916, 
the figures being 122,243 piculs, valued at Hk. taels 
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78,262,159, and 125,820 piculs, valued at Hk. taels 79,148,603. 
In terms of gold this meant an increased value of £4,104,479. 


CHINA—JAPAN. 
VALUE! OF TRADE IN 1917. 


The value of exports from Japan to China during last year 
amounted to 289,157,000 yen, while that of imports to Japan 
from China was 112,620,000 yen, resulting in an excess of 
exports over imports to the amount of 176,537,000 yen. The 
following figures are issued by the Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce : — 








EXPORTS FROM JAPAN. 











To Yen. 
Manchuria 42,069,000 
North China 86,823,000 
Central China 158,999,000 
South China i - 1,266,000 

ImMPoRTS TO JAPAN. 

From Yen. 
Manchuria 13,677 ,000 
North China 26,811,000 
Central China 67,194,000 
South China ie 4,938,000 

LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA, 
LICENCES FOR TRADES, INDUSTRIES, AND 
PROFESSIONS. 


H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires has forwarded the text of 
a Law (No. 10,364) dated 14th March, establishing the taxes 
payable during 1913 in respect of licences for the carrying 
on of commercial and industrial enterprises and professions 
in the Republic. 

The following are the rates fixed for some of the more 
important commercial enterprises, etc. :— 

‘Trade mark and patent agents. 100 to 500 pesos paper; 
banks of deposit, discount and drafts, 5,000 to 100,000 pesos ; 
branches of banks, !,00U pesos; brokers and commission agents 
in general, 100 to 1,000 pesos; insurance or re-insurance 
companies whose headquarters and capital are in the coun- 
try, and who operate in one class of risk only, 2,000 to 4,000 
pesos; insurance companies whose capital is not centred in 
Argentina, and who operate in one class of risk only, 4,000 
to 5,0U0 pesos (for cach additional risk a further 50 per cent. 
will have to be paid); branches of insurance companies, 250 
pesos; exporters, 300 to 10,000 pesos; transport undertak- 
ings of all kinds, 50 to 1,000 pesos; general importers, 300 
to 5,000 pesos; commercial travellers, 500 to 5,000 pesos. 

The actual amount payable in each case depends on the 
importance of the enterprise or business, and for this purpose 
the Law enumerates 56 categories, ranging from 100,000 
pesos up to 10 pesos paper. 

The taxes imposed by the Law only apply io 
trades, professions, etc., carried on in the Federal Capital 
and the National Territories, and are exclusive of taxes im- 
posed on such trades, etc., by the Provincial Governments. 

Commercial travellers.—Article 57 of the Law stipulates 
that ‘‘representatives, commission agents or travelling 
brokers (i.e., commercial travellers) from abroad, without 
an established house in the capital or National Territories,’’ 
may not carry on business without having first paid their 
licence (viz., from 500 to 5,000 pesos). Those who commit 
an offence against this regulation, besides being fined, will 
be detained by the police at the instance of anyone making 
a justified accusation, and they will not be set at liberty for 
the term of one month, unless they pay the amount of the 
licence and fine thereon. In the event of a repetition, this 
detention will be increased to three months. 

The full text of the Law (in Spanish) may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


CHILE. 


DEVELOPMENT OF FROZEN AND CANNED 
MUTTON INDUSTRY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Punta Arenas writes to state 
that a vew freezing works is in course of construction at Kio 
Grande, Tierra dei Fuego. It is expected that a certain 
amount of frozen mutton will be shipped to the United 
Kingdom this year, tonnage having been allocated for the 

urpose. The undertaking belongs to a private limited 
iability company, the principal shareholders owning the 
adjacent sheep rurs. 








IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 

[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had. to ihe restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (wncluding Priority VCertificute requirements) 
and to the special regulations guverning trade with certain 
countries. in cases of doubt or difficulty rejerence should be 
mude personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seus Lrude (Vevelupment and Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the numes and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘““Upenings’’ by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number, Kven though trade may noi 
at present be posstble, tt may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade.) ° 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) trom firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom, and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various Classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers or producers of the following 
among other articles. British manufacturers or producers 
of these articles now in a position to supply are invited to 
make application for the names of the enquirers :— 

Acetylene gas burners. 

Bootiace tags. 

Machinery ior making roofing papers. (A sample may 
be inspected at the MKnguiry Koom of the Depart- 
ment.) 

Spouts of galvanised iron for use in tapping rubber trees. 

enter hooks, tinned. 





AUSTRALIA. 


H.M. Trade Comunissioner in Australia reports the receipt 
of the tollowing enquiries : — 

HUDDERSFLELD WOOLLEN GOODS AND MAN- 
Chesrkk OR SCOTCH SHIRTINGS.—An agent in 
Sydney, already holding agencies tor dress goods and woollen 
trimmings, desires to obtain further agencies, for Australia, 
on indent purchase basis, for manufacturers of Huddersfield 
woollen goods and Manchester or Scotch  shirtings. 
(Reterence No. 160/6.) 

DitESS GOODS.—A Melbourne agent seeks agencies, for 
Australia, for United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen 
and cotton goods. (Reference No. 160/7. 

SLIPPERS AND CANVAS SHOES.—Anovther Melbourne 
agent, holding agencies for boots and shoes, wishes to obtain 
agencies throughout the Commonwealth for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of slippers and canvas walking and seaside 
shoes. (Reference No. 160/8.) 

SMALL TOUOLS.—A Melbourne agent, already holding 
agencies for axles, springs, spades, shovels, locks, etc., seeks 
the representation in Australia, on an indent basis, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of small tools, including 
pliers, pincers, spanners, wrenches, etc. (Reference No. 
160/9.) 

WIRE NETTING, BARBED WIRE, BLACK FENCING 
Wiki, GALVANIZED IRON, ETC.—A Meibourne firm 
desires to obtain the representation, in Australia, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of wire netting, barbed wire, black 
fencing wire, galvanised iron, etc. (Reference No. 160/10.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 

TOOLS, FILES, TABLE CUTLERY AND STEEL.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner also reports that a Sydney firm desires 
to obtain the representation in Australia, on indent com- 
mission basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
engineers’ tools, joiners’ tools, files, table cutlery and steel. 
The firm claims to have useful business connections through- 
out the Commonwealth. (Reference No. 165.) 


{See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 





CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further infor- 
mation may be obtained :-~— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PUMPS, MACHINE TOOLS, 
AND GENERAL CASTINGS.—A Canadian company manu- 
facturing iron and brass pumps, machine tools, and general 
castings, is able to undertake export business. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR WIRE, IRON FENCES, 
BUILDERS’ WIRE, AND TRON GOODS GENERALLY. — 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE ~continued. 


A Canadian company manufacturng .wire, iron fences, 
builders’ wire and iron goods generally, invites export cor- 
respondence from United Kingdom firms desirous of obtaining 
supplies. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR TRUNKS, SUIT CASES, 
TRAVELLING BAGS, Etce.—A Canadian company manu- 
facturing fibre, canvas, leather and matting trunks and suit 
cases, leather travelling bags, stationery and music cases, 
etc., desires to develop its export trade, and invites en- 
quiries from United Kingdom buyers. An illustrated cata- 
logue is available. 

MARKET SOUGHT-FOR AXES, LUMBERING TOOLS 
AND ACCESSORIES.—-A Canadian company has forwarded 
to the Office of the Canadian Government Trade Commis- 
sioner a catalogue of axes and lumbering tools and acces- 
sories in which it secks export trade, which is available to 
United Kingdom firms desirous of obtaining supplies. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR FORGES, BLOWERS AND 

TOOLS.—A Canadian company manufacturing forges, 
blowers, and blacksmiths’ and other tools, has forwarded to 
the Office of the Canadixn Government Trade Commissioner 
an illustrated catalogue of these goods, which is at the dis- 
posal of United Kingdom firms desirous of obtaining sup- 
lies. : 
' GROCERIES, HARDWARE SPECIALITIES AND 
LUMBER MILL SUPPLIES.—A firm of commission and 
manufacturers’ agents would be giad to hear from United 
Kingdom manufacturers of groceries, hardware specialities, 
and lumber mill supplies, wishing to extend their business 
to the British Columbia market. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN CANNED 
SALMON AND EVAPORATED VEGETABLES.—A firm of 
exporters in Vancouver asks to be placed in correspondence 
with United Kingdom wholesale buyers of canned salmon 
and evaporated vegetables. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN MACHINERY. 
MACHINE TOOLS, ETC.—A Canadian manufacturer of 
grinding machinery, machine tools, etc., invites enquiries 
from United Kingdom buyers. An illustrated catalogue is 
available. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN MACHINERY, 
TOOLS, DIES, ETC.—A Canadian company, manufacturing 
heavy sheet metal machinery, tools. dies, etc., would be glad 
to reply to enquiries from United Kingdom buyers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN WOOD. 
WORKING MACHINERY AND MACHINE TOOLS.— A 
Canadian company, manufacturing a wide range of wood- 
working machinery and machine tools has forwarded to the 
Office of the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner 
an illustrated catalogue of these goods, with a view to the 
development of export trade upon the return of normal 
conditions. This catalogue is at the disposal of United 
Kingdom firms desirous of obtaining supplies. 

Notrt.—In reference to the foregoing, regard should be 
had to restrictions on imports into, and dealings in certain 
goods in the United Kingdom. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

COTTON WASTE, BELTINGS AND HOSE, 
KENAMELLED WARE, METALS, TOOLS AND CUTLERY, 
IRON MONGERY, PAINTS, PAPER, MOTOR CARS, AND 
PROPRIETARY ARTICLES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
in New Zealand reports that an Auckland firm of agents 
at present doing considerable business in foreign goods 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers now, with a view to business in the following goods 
immediately after the war: Cotton waste. beltines and hose. 
enamelled ware of all kinds (including that used for surgical 
and medical purposes), metal. iron, steel (pipes, galvanized 
iron, wire ropes, etc.), tools and cutlery. ironmongery, paiats, 
paper, and light motor-cars suitable for farmers’ use. 

Vhe firm is also prepared to take up agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of well-advertised. proprietary 
articles. ; 

[Reference No. 166. 
Iixperters above. | 





See Notice to Manufacturers and 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
COLZA OIL AND COTR ROPE.—The Imperial Trade Cor- 


respondent at Johannesburg has forwarded copies of each 
of the specifications, conditions of contract, and forms of 
tender in connection with calls for tenders by the South 
African Railways and Harbours Administration as follows :— 

(1) Up to noon on 15th July for the supply and delivery 
of 3,250 (best extra refined) Imperial gals. vegetable colza cil 
(rape oil). [Tender No. 159.] 

(2) Up to noon on 22nd July for the supply and delivery 
of 80,000 lb. tarred coir rope. A sample of tarred rope may 
be seen at the Railway Stores, Cape Town, Uitenhage, East 
London, and Durban. also at the Offices of the Chief Railway 
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Storekeeper, Park Station Chambers, Johannesburg. Ten- 
derers must submit a sample of the tarred rope it is intended 
to supply. [Tender No. 160.] 

[See notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 

Copies of the specifications, etc., may be obtained from 
the Secretary to the Tender Board, South African Railways 
Headquarter Offices, Johannesburg, at which address also, 
sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received in the 
case of (1). In the case of (2) tenders will be received by 
the Chief Railway Storekeeper, address as above. 

Copies of each of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., 
may be consulted by British manufacturers and exporters 
of the goods referred to at the Enquiry Office of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will, therefore, be of use only 
to firms having agents in the Union who can be instructed 


by cable. 





REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 
AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—H.M. Minister at 


Bogota writes that a _ British firm, having a _per- 
manent office established in that city, as well as agents in all 
the principal towns of the Republic, wishes to represent 
United Kingdom life and fire insurance, mining, and ship- 
ping companies and banking firms desiring to appoint an 
agent in that country. 

The firm also wishes to obtain agencies for United King- 
dom manufacturers of the following, among other goods: — 
Machinery of ali kinds, including mining, sugar, coffee, 
agricultural, textile and wood-working machinery, agricul- 
tural. tractors, motor cars, motor trucks, railway engines, 
passenger and freight cars, railway material in general, 
pumps. and printers of postage stamps, bank notes and 
stamped paper. 

[Reference No. 167. 
Exporters above. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





FRANCE. 


PRINTING MACHINERY, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General 
at Lyons reports that an agent in that city desires to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers of priating machinery 
and all articles pertaining to the make-up of books, more 
espevially for business after the war. The enquirer claims 
to have been employed in this branch of business for 20 
vears by a local firm of manufacturers and dealers, which 
bought its printing machines from the United Kingdom 
and obtained other goods from all parts of the world, notably 
from Germany. He wishes to do business on a commission 
basis, and would be prepared to undertake the sole represen- 
tation of a suitable British firm. Correspondence should be 
in French. 

(Reference No. 168. 
Exporters above. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





SPAIN. 


SOLDERING SPECTALITIES.—A Barcelona firm wishes 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
specialising in soldering apparatus, with a view to obtaining, 
immediately after the war, soldering specialities of the kind 
sold in Barcelona, prior to the war, by German houses. The 
goods referred to were sticks and wires of soldering metal, in 
various thicknesses, with an inner laver of powder or paste, 
running through the entire length. This combination, 
immediately on coming into contact with the 
soldering iron, sufficed for the complete soldering operation, 
being thus far quicker and less complicated than the usual 
method. The firm states that it has been able to obtain 
some small samples of this article. 

[Reference No. 169.—See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 





VENEZUELA. 


TEXTILES, CRINAWARE. GLASSWARE, PER- 
FUMERY, PATENT MEDICINES, PAPER.—H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Caracas reports that an agent in that city (a 
Spanish subject) desires to represent in Venezuela, United 
Kingdom manufacturers or exporters of textiles, chinaware, 
glassware, perfumery, patent medicines, and paper. The 
enquirer, it is said, has acted for the last eight years as 
travelling representatives in Central America for an 
American firm. He claims to have acauired an intimate 
knowledge of the whole of Venezuela, having visited all the 
important towns of the Republic on several occasions. He 
: s prepared to work for a fixed salary or on a commission 

asis, 

{Reference No. 170. 
Exporters above. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 


-_ 
—— 











_ a -—-~ a ee ee mee — 


812 


Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
CANADA. 


DRAWBACK OF CUSTOMS DUTY ON SHIPS 
BUILT IN CANADA. 

The ‘Canada Gazette’’ of 4th May contains copy of an 
Order in Council of 19th April, 1918, issuing the following 
Regulations respecting the drawback of Customs duty on 
ships and vessels measuring over 80 tons gross tonnage, built 
in Canada, viz. :— 











REGULATIONS. 


The drawback of 99 per cent. of the Customs duty allowed 
on imported materials used in the original construction of 
ships and vessels built in Canada since Ist November, 1916, 
may, with the consent of the builder of the vessel, be paid to 
the manufacturer of articles made in Canada from imported 
materials, and used in such original construction of the vessel] 
subject to the same conditions and restrictions as when the 
drawback is paid to the builder of the vessel, and also 
subject to such further regulations as the Minister of 
Cnstoms deems necessary to establish the bona-fides of the 
claim. 





DRAWBACK OF CUSTOMS DUTY ON WIRELESS 
TELEGRAPH APPARATUS. 


The issue of the ‘‘Canada Gazette’? above referred to also 
eonteins copy of an Order in Council of 5th April, 1918. 
specifying the following Regulations respecting drawback of 
Customs dutv on imported goods used in the manufacture 
of wireless telegraph apparatus supplied to vessels in Canada, 
viz. :— 

REGULATIONS. 

When imported materials on which Customs duties have 
been paid are used in the manufacture of wireless telegraph 
apparatus supplied to vessels in Canada subsequent to Ist 
Januarv, 1918. there may be paid a drawback of 99 per cent. 
of the duties paid on the materials so used. 

Provided. however, that such drawback shall not be paid. 
unless the duty has been paid on the materials so used as 
aforesaid, within three vears of the date when the wireless 
telegraph apparatus used has been supplied to the ship 
equipped therewith. 





EXPORTATION OF MACHINERY: REVISED 
REGULATIONS AS TO ISSUE OF LICENCES. 


Tt is stated in Customs Memorandum No. 2198 B. dated 
17th Mav. 1918. that an Order in Council of 9th March, 1918 
prohibits the exvortation of machinery (all kinds) to all 
destinations outside of Canada. except under licence issued 
at the request of the War Trade Board. The Memorandum 
states that it is now required that applications be made to 
the War Trade Board, Ottawa, for approval of individual 
licences for the export to any destination of the following 
machinery, viz :— 

Machinery and equipment of all kinds for the manu- 
facture or production of niunitions of war: 

Other metal-working and woodworking machinery ; 
Machinery, Ships’ ; 

Ships’ Auxiliary ; 

Shipbuilding ; 

" Trenching and Ditching ; 

Marine Engines: ; 
Sounding Machines and Gear; 
Aeroplane Engines. 

[Note.—Parts of the above-mentioned machinery are in- 
eluded in the prohibition requiring licence. ] 

In respect of all other kinds of machinery when for export 
to British or Allied Countries, Collectors of Customs may 
issue licences without special reference to the War Trade 
Board. as the Board has signified its approval of such ex- 
portation. 

{t is still required, however, that applications be made to 
the War Trade Board, Ottawa, for approval of individual 
licences for the expert of machinery of every kind to neutral 
countries. 
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OUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF OHANGES— 


continued. 


EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
GOODS. 


The ‘‘Official Gazette’ of 24th April contains copy of a 
Proclamation (No. 27), dated 16th April, 1918, prohibiting 
the importation into the Protectorate of the following 
articles, viz. :— 

Sisal hemp ; 
Sisal waste and tow. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


ACT TO CONTINUE CERTAIN CUSTOMS DUTIES 

AND TO AMEND FURTHER THE CUSTOMS 

TARIFF. : 

With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 785 of 
last week’s issue of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ relative 
to the Bill proposing to continue in operation till 30th June, 
1919, certain increased Customs Duties imposed under Act 
No. 22 of 1915, and to amend certain items of the Union 
Customs Tariff, the Board of Trade have now received copy 
of the “Customs and Excise Duties Act, 1918’? (No. 20 of 
1918) which brings into operation the proposals contained in 
the Bill, particulars of which were given in the notice above 
referred to. 

















CUSTOMS TARIFF DECISIONS. 

Tariff Decisions (No. 28), dated 23rd April, 1918, which 
has been issued by the Commissioner of Customs of the 
Unicon of South Africa, contains a List of Decisions as to 
the classification of various articles under the Customs Tariff 
when imported into the Union. 

The following are the decisions contained in the above- 
mentioned list :— 


Rebate allowed 

upon goods 

the growth, 

¢ produce or 
tate Of = manufacture of 

Articles No. in Import. the United 
Tariff, Duty. Kingdom and 

reciprocating 

British 
Colonies. 


Brown leather stain (Vlro- 


pert’s i ie -» 195 | 20% ..dval.i 3% ad val. 

Dyes for manufacturing pur- | 
08CS : | | 

Blue crystals (ink powder) : 
“? Chlorophyll - | 

Scarlet powder (for making j 167 Free _— 

ink): Trypan blue | | 

Edge and burnishing ink (used 

by boot and shoe makers) 193 20°, ad val. 3% ad val. 
Halters, cow .. bi ..| 393 we, oS 
Johnson’s Prepared Wax 

(liquid), a furniture polish 193 — = |e 
* Preservo” (for waterproof- 

ing and preserving canvas) 193 wr. -« s. « 
* Rennase ” (rennet) .. 190 Free vn 
* Royal Gloss ” (used by boot 

and shoe makers—-not a dye 

—for manufacturing pur- 

poses) _ A ie 193 20°) ad val. 3% ad val. 
*Surgeons’ Operating gloves 

(rubber)... if .. 188A Free one 
Tanning substances: Chro- 

molene - ce ,.| 167 ree _ 
“‘Lurpene ” (substitute for 

turpentine) 6 ..' 19s 20° ad val. | 3° ad val. 


* Revised decision, 





FOREIGN. 


ARGENTINA. 
EXPORT DUTY ON BAGS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office. of a translation of a Resolution of the Argentine 
Minister of Finance, dated the 18th April, which states 
that the export duty of 5 centavos (gold) per kilezramme on 
bags used in the transport of cereals is not to be charged 
separately in cases where valuations for bagged cereals (e.g., 
oats, maize, and wheat) have heen fixed hy the Commission of 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
: continued, 





Appraisers, for the purpose of the application of the Export 
Duties Law. Where, however, valuations have not been 
gxed for bagged cereals (as in the case of barley), the export 
duty on the bags is to be paid in addition to the duty 
chargeable on the cereal contained therein. 





DENMARK. 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
Copenhagen, to the effect that the exportation from Denmark 
of calf skins of all kinds, seal skins and manufactures thereof, 
and skin clothing, has been prohibited. 

(Nore.—Certain classes of calf skins were already pro- 
hibited to be exported. The prohibition is now extended to 
cover all calf skins. ] 








FRANCE (Corsica). 


INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTY ON TOBACCO. 


The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 8th May contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 29th April, which increases the 
rates of Customs duty on tobacco imported into Corsica. 
The new rates of duty, together with the former rates, as 
fixed by a Decree of 21st June, 1917, are shown below. 

Rates of Duty. 





Former. New. 
Tobacco (including tobacco im- 
ported from Algeria, French 
Colonies, Possessions, and 
Protectorates) :— 
Francs. Francs. 


per 100 kilogs. per 100 kilogs. 


Leaves or stalks, and tobacco 


ic isnesh eidadihininies 350 530 
Manufactured : — 

Cigars and cigarettes ...... 600 900 

CE i tes acest bdincmaatad 480 720 


Consignments which are proved, in the prescribed form, to 


tion of this Decree, will be admitted at the former Tariff 
tates of duty. 








ITALY. 
CERTAIN EXPORTS SUBJECT TO SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of an Italian Decree, dated the 
lst May, and published in the ‘“‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ for the 
{th June, respecting the exportation of certain classes of 
goods from Italy. The Decree provides as follows :— 

On and after the 10th June, 1918, the export of the goods 
specified below shall only be permitted on condition that the 
amounts due from abroad, which represent the price of the 
goods sold and the credits resulting from the same, are 
eeded to the National Institute of Exchange (Istituto 
naztonale dei cambi). 

Custom houses shall not allow the goods to leave the 
country except on presentation of a certificate showing that 
this cession has taken place, such certificates to be issued 
by a branch office of the Institutes. associated with and 
‘filiated to the Institute of Exchange, and acting as an 
agency of this latter. 

List oF Exports Sussect to CERTIFICATE OF CESSION OF 


EXCHANGE. 
Wines and Vermouth. 
Liqueurs. 
Olive oil. 


Essential oils. 

Sugared products. 

Boric acid. 

Sulphuric acid. 

Chlorates of potash and of soda. 

Citrate of lime. 

Tartar and tartaric products. 

Roots and juices of liquorice. 

Manna. 

Peel of acid fruits. 

Matches. 

Material for use in dyeing and tanning. 
Hemp and tow, and manufactures of hemp. 
Cotton manufactures. 

Silk and manufactures thereof. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


have been despatched direct to France before the publica- ~ | 


t 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





Maize stalks and brooms. 

Staves. 

Furniture. 

Corozo buttons. 

Plaiting of straw and chip. 

Cigarette paper. 

Straw paper. 

Skins and hides. 

Shavings. 

Leather gloves. 

Iron pyrites and other metallic ores. 

Mercury. 

Machines. 

Scientific instruments. 

Motor cars. 

Ships. 

Marble, rough and worked. 

Tale. 

Pumice stone. 

Sulphur. 

Black lead. 

Glass beads, etc. (cowterie). 

Indiarubber and manufactures thereof. 

Flowers, fresh. 

Vegetables, green. 

Fruits, acid, and other fresh and dried fruit. 

Preserves of tomatoes, vegetables, and fruits. 

Seed: hemp, clover and lucerne grass. 

Glue. 

Feathers for bedding. 

Human hair, unworked. 

Films, cinematograph. 

Electric wires and cable. 

Felt hats and caps. 

Straw and chip hats. 

Goods for Switzerland covered by the agreement of the 
Sth May, 1915. 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 


KXPORT OF LOCUST BEANS RESTRICTED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that, by an Order of the 
Resident-General as Commander in Chief, locust beans 
(caroubes) have been added to the list of goods the export of 
which, from the French Zone of Morocco, is only permitted 
in so far as concerns such quantities as are not retained by 
the ‘‘Service de l’Intendance,’’ and under licence issued by 
the Director of the Service. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that under a Resolution 
of the War Trade Board the importation of Egyptian cotton 
into the United States, on and after the 20th June, will be 
subject to the following regulations :— 

(1) No licences shall be issued for importation from 
Egypt of Brown Egyptian and other low grade 
Egyptian cotton. The cottons covered by this provi- 
sion include grades known as Mitaffi, Upper Egyptian 
and other grades having a staple 13 inches in length 
or less. 

(2) Sakellarides and other high grade Egyptian cottons 
commonly known as Sakel, having a staple of 14 
inches or more, shall be given priority for shipment 
from Egypt to the United States under the following 
conditions :— 

(a) This priority shall be withdrawn and importa- 
tions of this cotton embargoed for the remainder 
of the calendar year 1918 if, before 3lst December, 
1918, imports into the United States shipped since 
January Ist, 1918, shall have reached a total of 
80,000 bales. 

(b) All cotton imported under this priority arrange- 
ment shall be controlled by the Textile Alliance 
Inc. in agreement with the War Industries Board 
and the Department of Agriculture, and by them 
allocated to various manufacturers for use in the 
manufacture of necessary articles. 

All outstanding licences authorising the importation of 
Kgyptian cotton which had not been shipped by 20th June 
have been revoked by the War Trade Board, licences for 
shipment after that date being now issuable in accordance 
with the above regulations. 
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EXPORT SECTION. 


EXPORTS TO NORWAY. 

The Director of the War Trade Department refers to 
paragraph 7 and schedule ‘B” of the provisional notice 
which appeared on page 605 of the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 16th May, 1918, and announces that, so far 
as heme and allied requirements permit, he is now prepared 
to consider the issue of export licences for certain of the 
goods set out in that schedule. 

In respect of the following goods ‘‘ordinary undertakings”’ 
(see paragraph 3 of the notice on p. 605 of the ‘‘Journal’’) 
will be accepted for the present :— 


Machinery, metals and tools of all kinds; rubber and 
rubber goods other than tyres and goloshes; exotic 
woods; dyes, drugs and chemicals of all kinds. 


Exporters should communicate with the War Trade Depart- 
ment and draw attention to all outstanding applications for 
licences to export the above-mentioned goods for which they 
desire that licences should be issued, and to all expired 
licences which they desire should be renewed. 

Applications wlll also be considered in respect of the 
following goods : — 


Leather and leather goods of all kinds and goloshes; 
text'ic goods of all kinds (such as piece goods, and 
manufactured articles of cotton, wool, silk, jute, 
hemp and tow, not including rope); woollen yarns. 


Applications for licences to export these goods can only 
be considered if recommended by a Norwegian Trade 
Association recognised for this purpose. Pending the con- 
clusion of definite arrangements with the relative Associa- 
tions, this recommendation will take the form of an endorse- 
ment by the Association on an “ordinary undertaking”’ 
signed by the intending importer, and applications for 
licences should be accompanied by undertakings so endorsed. 

In the case of applications already in the possession of 
the War Trade Department, however, the actual presenta- 
tion of new undertakings may be dispensed with if the 
Director is satisfied that an ‘ordinary undertaking” duly 
endorsed has been filed with the Inter-Allied Trade Com- 
mittee at Christiania. Exporters desiring to take advantage 
of this relaxation should inform the intending importer of 
the goods of the W.T.D. reference No. of the relative 
application, and instruct him to communicate with the 
Inter-Allied Trade Committee, quoting that number, with 
a view to the requisite undertaking being furnished. When 
the undertaking, duly endorsed, has been filed, the War 
Trade Department will be informed by telegraph, and no 
action beyond that indicated need be taken by the exporter. 

In the case of cotton and woollen piece goods and manu- 
factured articles, it is improbable that more than a small 
proportion of the applications already submitted to the War 
Trade Department can be allowed as the quantity importable 
into Norway, under the agreement regulating the importa- 
tion of such goods, is limited. It is, therefore, undesirable 
that exporters of these goods should renew their applications 
or communicate with their consignees in Norway until the 
War Trade Department is informed of the consignments 
which the Association concerned is prepared to recommend. 
In these circumstances and owing to the volume of applica- 
tions already received for such goods, the Director cannot 
undertake to give attention to any communication relating 
to them, with the exception of withdrawals of applications 
already made. 

Applications for licences to export Felts for paper making 
will be considered if accompanied by a certificate of the 
Norwegian Paper Makers’ and Pulp Makers’ Association. 
Certificates from this Association should be furnished to the 
War Trade Department in respect of all applications includ- 
ing those now in the possession of the Department. 

The receipt of a recommendation from a Norwegian Trade 
Association in respect of any consignment will not necessarily 
be followed by the grant of an export licence if other con- 
siderations render it undesirable, in the opinion of the 
Director, to allow the export. 

Owing to home and allied requirements, no licences can 
at present be issued for the export to Norway of :— 

Raw wool; fresh fruit; tobacco; flax and linen goods 
of all kinds; vegetable fibres for brush making; 
jute, hemp, and flax, including yarns. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued, 
EXPORTS TO SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade cesire to draw the attention of traders 
to the Proclamation which was issued on 25th June, pro- 
hibiting the export of various articles to Switzerland, and 
particularly to unpress upon them that the Proclamation 
does not in any way modify the arrangements made between 
the Société Suisse de Surveillance Economique and His 
Majesty’s Government regarding trade with Switzerland. 

The Proclamation consolidates and amends the Proclama- 
tion of 13th March, 1917, as amended by subsequent Orders 
in Council. 

It should be explained that the Schedule to the Proclama- 
tion embraces—with a few exceptions—all the articles which 
have hitherto been required to be consigned to the Sociéte— 
see consolidated list on pp. 442-6 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ of 1lth April last. The exportation of most of 
these articles is already prohibited to Switzerland except 
under licence. The following articles included in the present 
Proclamation do not appear in the list of goods consignable 
to the Société : — 

Aniseed and starred aniseed. 
Barium, nitrate of and barium sulphate. 
Lime, phenate of. 
Liquorice juice (in cakes, sticks, etc.). 
Liquorice roots. 
Marble, unworked or sawn. 
Osiers. 
Zine dust. 
Shipping 








GENERAL SECTION. 


AGRICULTURAL AND DAIRY MACHINES, 
IMPLEMENTS AND VEHICLES (SALES) 
ORDER, 1918. 


Tie Minister of Munitions has issued the following Order 
dated 21st June:— 

1. On or after the lst day of July, 1918, no person shall 
offer to sell, sell or deliver any Agricultural or Dairy Imple- 
ment not purchased by him direct from the Manufacturer 
thereof unless he shall hold a permit from the Minister of 
Muniticns for such sale or delivery. 

2. On or after the lst day of July, 1918, no person shall 
otter to sell, sell or deliver any Agricultural or Dairy Imple- 
ment purchased by him at a price exceeding the net cost 
thereof delivered to him by more than 17} per cent. where 
such net cost amounts to £40 or upwards, and by more than 
25 per cent. where such net cost amounts to less than £40, 
provided that this clause shall not apply to any offer, sale or 
delivery of :— . 

(1) Any Agricultural Implement at a price not exceeding 
v2 





(2) Any Dairy Implement at a price not exceeding £1. 
(3) Any part of an Agricultural or Dairy Implement at 
a price not exceeding 10s. 3 

3. It shall not be made a term or condition of the sale 
of any Agricultural or Dairy Implement that the purchaser 
shall purchase or cause to be purchased any other article or 

oods. 
. 4. Every person dealing in Agricultural or Dairy Imple- 
ments shall keep a true and complete record of all such 
dealings and the price at which every Agricultural or Dairy 
Implement skall be purchased or sold by him and shall 
furnish to the Director, Agricultural Machinery Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Munitions, as and when required by him, 
such returns as to Agricultural and Dairy Implements pur- 
chased, sold or delivered by or to him at such times and in 
such form as the said Director shall from time to time direct. 
All such records shall be opened for inspection by a repre- 
sentative of the Ministry of Munitions at all reasonable 
times. 

5. For the purpose of this Order the expression ‘‘Agricul- 
turai Implement’’ shall mean any machine, implement, 
vehicle, or other article or part thereof designed or adapted 
or commonly used for agricultural purposes, and the ex- 
pression ‘‘Dairy Implement”? shall mean any machine, 
implement, vehicle, or other article or any part thereof 
designed or adapted or commonly used for dairy purposes, 
but ne second-hand machine, implement, vehicle, er article 
shall be deemed to be included in the above definitions. 

6. All applications for permits under this Order shall, so 
far as they relate to Agricultural or Dairy Implements in 
England, Scotland and Wales, be addressed to the Director, 
Agricultural Machinery Department (Price Control Section), 
Ministry of Munitions, 8, Northumberland Avenue, W.C. 2, 
and so far as they relate to any such implements in Ireland, 
to the Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued 





7. This Order may be cited as the Agricultural and Dairy 

Machines, Implements and Vehicles (Sale) Order, 1918. 
Note. 

In conjunction with ths above Order, the Minister of 
Munitions has taken steps to control the prices chargeable 
by manufacturers for all Agricultural and Dairy Machinery 
and Implements, and no manufacturer will be allowed to 
receive any part oi the percentages referred to in Clause 2 
which are chargeable in addition to the manufacturer’s 
prices to cover agency, distribution, and other selling 
expenses. 





KIPS AND CALF SKINS (IRELAND) ORDER. 

The Army Council have made an Order, under date 20th 
June, as follows :— 

(1) No Kips or Calf Skins taken off in Ireland on or after 
the 24th day of June, 1918, shall be bought by or on behalf 
of any person without a permit issued by or on behalf of 
the Director of Raw Materials, or at prices exceeding those 
set out in the Schedule hereto annexed, or at such other 
prices as in any particular case shall be authorised by cr 
on behalf of the Director of Raw Materials. ; 

(2) No Leather to be produced from Kips or Calf Skins 
taken off in Ireland shall be bought by or on behalf of any 
person without a permit issued by or on behalf of the 
Director of Raw Materials, or at prices other than those 
which may be authorised in any particular case by or on 
behalf of the Director of Raw Materials. 

(3) All persons concerned shall furnish such particulars as 
to their purchases or sales of, or dealings in, such Kips or 
Skins or Leather produced therefrom as may be required by 
or on behalf of the Director of Raw Materials. 

(4) All persons to whom any permit may be issued by or 
on behalf of the Director of Raw Materials are required to 
comply strictly with any conditions that may be imposed 
by the said permit. It shall be the duty of all parties to 
any of the transactions herein referred to to require or 
disclose as the case may be such parties as aforesaid or ky 
the Director of Raw Materials for the purpose of satisfying 
them or him that the provisions of this Order have not been 
contravened. 

(5) Any persons failing to comply with any provision 
hereof, or with any requirements or direction made or given 
hereunder, or with any condition of any permit herein 
referred to, or, having control of any such Leather as afore- 
said, without the consent of the Army Council sells, removes 
or secretes it, or deals with it in any way contrary to «ny 
condition imposed in any Licence, Permit or Order that may 
have been granted in respect thereof, shall be guilty of an 
offence against the said Regulations. 

(6) This Order may be cited as the Kips and Calf Skins 
(Ireland) Order, 1918. 


SCHEDULE. 
KIps. 
ee 93d. per lb. salted weights. 
I intieiintancinhetimadins 6 


° 9 »? ” 
These prices are for Kips properly trimmed according to 
the usual Market custom. 
CaLr SKINS. 
VEAL CaF SKINS. 
25 lb. and over. 


I seers cicniniis: iseninis 10d. per lb. fresh weights. 

Without Heads .......... 11d. _,, - “6 
17-24 lb. 

MII: bkcdtinicentenects 12d. per lb. fresh weights. 


ee @eeteve 4 39 35 


NE - icicndesccsndivdiuns 
Without Heads .......... —_—— = - 
For satisfactorily salted Veal Calf Skins an allowance shall 
be made by duly authorised Inspectors for loss in weight. 
Int-FLAYED AND CasvuaLty CaLF SKINS. 
All weights. 
NL, ntcsins sipchargasniiie 11d. per lb. salted weights. 
Without Heads .......... he a 
These prices are for Skins trimmed with short shanks and 
weighed out in bulk. 
In the case of Skins weighed out separately, 1d. per lb. 
may be added to the above prices. 





THE METAL BANDS (WOOL BALES) ORDER, 
1918. 


The Army Council, under date 19th June, has made an 
Order as follows :— 

1. No person shall, without a permit issued by or on 
behalf of the Director of Raw Materials, sell or deliver any 
metal bands used for binding wool bales, saeepskins, or bales 
of mohair, which are now situated on or in any quay or 
warehouse in the United Kingdom, or may arrive in the 


} 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE.—continued. 





United Kingdom after the date hereof, or at prices exceeding 
the prices indicated in the schedule hereto annexed or at 
such other prices as in any particular case may be allowed 
by or on behalf of the Director of Raw Materials. 

2. No person shall without a permit issued by or on behalf 
of the Director of Raw Materials deliver for shipmept to 
any place outside the United Kingdom any bands of the 
description aforesaid. 

3. It shall be the duty of any person having in his 
possession, custody or control any bands of the description 
aforesaid to cause thein to be removed from the bales in such 
manner as may be directed by or on behalf of the Director 
of Raw Materials. 

4. It shall be the duty of any person having in his 
possession, custody, or control, any bands of the description 
aforesaid to furnish such particulars as to his business as 
may be required by or on behalf of the Director of Raw 
Materials. 

5. It shall be the duty of all persons to comply strictly 
with the Provisions hereof, and with any requirement or 
direction made or given by or on behalf of the Director of 
Raw Materials, for the purposes hereof, and any person 
failing to comply with any such provision, requirement, or 
direction shall be guilty of an offence against the said 
Regulations. 

6. This Order may be cited as The Metal Bands (Woo! 
Bales) Order, 1918. 

SCHEDULE. 


Bands in good condition suitable for reconditioning, £5 
per ton. Butt ends, Scrap, and Bands, unsuitable in the 
opinion of the War Department for reconditioning, £1 per 
ton. 





COAL PRICES ORDER. 


The Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order, dated the 24th day 
of June, 1918, has been made by the Board of Trade under 
the Price of Coal (Limitatior) Act, 1915, and under Regula- 
tions 2F, 2J, and 2JJ of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations. The text of the Order is as follows :— 

Whereas the Board of Trade are satisfied that special 
circumstances affect all the coal mines in the United 
Kingdom. 

And Whereas the Board of Trade deem it expedient to 
make further exercise of the powers conferred upon them 
by the Defence of the Realm Regulations for the purpose 
of maintaining and regulating the supply of coal, 

Now Therefore in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them by Section 1, Sub-Section 2, of the Price of Coal 
(Limitation) Act, 1915, and by Regulations 2F, 2J, and 2JJ, 
of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, the Board of 


Trade hereby order as follows :— 


1. For the standard amount of 4s. fixed by Section 1, 
Sub-Section 2, of the Price of Coal (Limitation) 
Act, 1915, there shall be substituted in the case of 
mines in the South Wales and Monmouthshire and 
Forest of Dean districts a standard amount of 
eleven shillings and sixpence, and in the case of 
mines situated elsewhere a standard amount of nine 
shillings. 

2. The price at which coal may be sold or offered for 
sale at the pit’s mouth for use in the United King- 
dom shall be the price at which coal of the same 
description was sold in similar quantities and under 
similar conditions affecting the sale at the pit’s 
mouth at the same coal mine on the corresponding 
date (or as near thereto as having regard to the 
course of bnsiness may be practicable) in the twelve 
months ended the thirtieth day of June, nineteen 
hundred and fourteen, increased by the amounts 
mentioned in paragraph 1, and such price shall be 
both the maximum and, unless the Controller of 
Coal Mines in any particular case otherwise orders. 
the minimum price. The price of all such coal 
dispatched from the colliery on or after the 24th 
June under any existing contract shall be increased 
accordingly. 

3. Where in consequence of this Order the price paid or 
to be paid by any person to whom coal is or has been 
sold is increased, the price paid or to he paid by 
any person to whom the coal is or has been sold in 
pursuance of any subsidiary contract shall be in- 
creased by the same amount, and all contracts for 
the purchase and sale of coal shall remain in force 
subject to such modification as aforesaid. 

4. This Order shall come into force on the 24th day of 
June, 1918, and may be cited as the Coal (Pit’s 
Mouth) Prices Order 1918. 

(Signed) A. H. Stantey. 
President of the Board of Trade. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (WHOLESALE 
PRICES) ORDER. 


The following Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) 
Order, 1918, dated 25th of June, has been made by the 
Board of Trade under Regulations 2F and 2JJ of the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations :— 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to exercise the 
powers conferred upon them by Regulations 2F and 2JJ of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations as respects Petroleum 
Products hereby order as follows :— 

1.—In this Order the expression “wholesale dealer’ means 
any person, firm or company whose business or a part of 
whose business it is to sell to retailers for resale any of the 
petroleum products mentioned in the Schedule hereto. 

2.—No wholesale dealer shall sell any of the petroleum 
products mentioned in the Schedule to this Order except at 
the prices shown against such products. 

3.—Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
against the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

4.—This Order may be cited as the Petroleum Products 
{Wholesale Prices) Order, 1918. 


THE SCHEDULE. 





Spirit :— 
In Cans. Per Gallon. 

s. d. 
Aviation _ -™ ie 3 7 
Special Boiling Points t. 3.5 
3] as —“ ”" = 3.4 
No. 2 3 3 
No. 3 3 2 


For delivery to commercial customers (not for resale) in 
Steel Barrels 1d. per gallon less than Can Price, and for 
delivery in bulk to commercial consumers (not for resale) 
i4d. per gallon less than Can Price. 

id. per gallon to be added to all above prices when sold 
for delivery in Scotland or Ireland. 
Kerosene :— 


Per Gallon. 
d 


S 


Long Time Burning Oil in bulk 19 
No. 1 os ine sie sé 1 9 
No. 2 1 8 


For delivery in barrels ex Wharf 21d. per gallon addi- 
tional. 
Id. per gallon to be added to all above prices when sold 
for Delivery in Scotland or Ireland. 
Per Gallon. 
. s. d. 
White Spirit 2 5 
Gas Oil: — 
Per Gallon. 
s. d. 
1 4 


In bulk ex Wharf o _ 
2id. per gallon addi- 


For delivery in Barrels ex Wharf 


tional. 
Fuel Oil :— Per Ton. 
In bulk, ex Wharf £14 0 0 


For delivery in Barrels ex Wharf 21d. per 
tional. 


gallon addi- 





MACHINE TOOLS AND WOODWORKING 
MACHINES. 


A cireular letter has been addressed by the Ministry of 
Munitions to all controlled establishments pointing out that 
it 1s an offence under Regulation 30A of the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations for any person to buy or sell a machine 
tool or woodworking machine without the permission of the 
Ministry, even although such tool or machine may be 
described as ‘“‘scrap,’”’ and stating that in view of the fact 
that it has been brought to the notice of the Ministry that 
in certain cases machines have been bought and sold as 
‘“‘scrap’’ in contravention of the regulations, these regula- 
tions in future will be rigidly enforced. 

The Machine Tool Department, Charing Cross Buildings, 
Embankment, must be notified of any machine tools or 
woodworking machines alleged to be ‘‘scrap” which a firm 
may have for disposal, so that inspection can be made on 
behalf of the Ministry. The firm will be informed as soon 
as possible after an inspection has been made whether the 
machine tools in question have been classified as ‘‘scrap” or 
as ‘‘serviceable’’ machines. 

If the machine is classified as “‘scrap,’”? the fact will be 
notified by the Ferrous Scrap Department, Whitehall Place, 
London, 8.W.1, and such ‘‘scrap’? machine may: only be 
disposed of in accordance with the instructions received from 
that Department. : 

If the machine is classified as a ‘‘serviceable’’ machine the 
fact will be notified by the Department of Engineering 
(Certra] Clearing House Section), and the machine will in 
that event be placed on the list of second-hand machines 


| 
| 
| 


‘ 


available for transfer kept by the Ministry, and notification 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





of its ultimate disposal will be sent by the Machine Tool 
Department of the Ministry. 


IMPORTATION OF COCAINE AND OPIUM 
PROHIBITED. 


By tHe KING.—A PROCLAMATION 
For PROHIBITING THE IMPORTATION OF COCAINE AND OPIUM 
INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
GEORGE R.I. 

Whereas by Section forty-three of the Customs Consoli- 
dation Act, 1876, it is provided that the importation of arms, 
ammunition, gunpowder or any other goods may be pro- 
hibited by Proclamation: 

And whereas it is expedient that the importation into 
the United Kingdom of cocaine or of opium should be pro- 
hibited except as hereinafter provided : 

Now, therefore, We, by and with the advice of Our Privy 
Council, in pursuance of the said Act and of all other 
powers enabling Us in that behalf, do hereby proclaim, 
direct and ordain as follows :— 

As from and after this date, subject as hereinafter pro- 
vided, all cocaine and all opium shall be prohibited to be 
imported into the United Kingdom : 

Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that nothing 
in this Proclamation shall apply to cocaine or opium im- 
ported under the licence of one of Our Principal Secretaries 
of State and in accordance with the provisions of such 
licence. 

The word ‘‘cocaine’’ includes ecgonine, and any substance, 
whether preparation, admixture, extract or otherwise, con- 
taining 0-1 per cent. (one part in a thousand) or more of 
cocaine or ecgonine, or of any salt or derivative thereof. 

The word ‘‘opium”’ means raw opium, powdered or granu- 
lated opium, or opium prepared for smoking, and includes 
any solid or semi-solid mixture containing opium. 

The Cocaine and Opium (Prohibition of Import) No. 2 
Proclamation, 1916, is hereby revoked. 

This Proclamation may be cited as The Cocaine and Opium 
(Prohibition of Import) No. 3 Proclamation, 1918. 

Given at Our Court at Buckingham Palace, this Twenty- 
fifth day of June, in the year of our Lord One 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen, and in the 
Ninth year of Our Reign. 

GOD save THE KING. 








PATENTS AND DESIGNS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
An Order in Council, dated 25th June, orders that the 
provisions of Section 91 of the Patents and Designs Act, 
1907, so far as relates to Patents and Designs, shall apply to 


the Union of South Africa, as from and including Ist July, 
1918. 





ENEMY BUSINESS TO BE WOUND UP. 
An Order has been made under the Trading with the 
Enemy Amendment Act, 1916, by the Board of Trade, re- 
quiring the under-mentioned business to be wound up:— 
526. John Ley, Midway Avenue and Pinfold Lane Works, 
Bridlington, Yorkshire, Sausage Skin Manufacturer. 
Controller: John Langham Poland, 48, Westborough, 
Scarborough. 22nd June, 1918. 





TESTING OF SEEDS ORDER. 


The Ministry of Food announces that a reform of the 
greatest importance to food production was made last year 
when sellers of agricultural seeds were required by the 
Testing of Seeds Order to declare the purity and germination 
of seeds offered for sale. 

A new Order has just been issued by the Food Controller, 
in consultation with the Food Production Department, which 
widens the scope of the previous Order and makes it applic- 
able to all the principal kinds of cereals, grasses, roots and 
vegetables. The most important change is the inclusion of 
cereals. Under last year’s Order it was only necessary in 
the case of wheat, barley, oats and rye, for the seller to state 
the name of the variety, without any declaration as to germi- 
nation and purity. Farmers are no doubt able in many cases 
to form a good opinion of the value of seed, from handling 
a sample, but experience has shown that even highly trained 
experts are frequently misled as to its germinating power. 
It is, in fact, impossible to determine merely by inspection 
the germinating capacity of cereals, and still less of grasses. 
In future farmers, when selling seed for sowing, must have 
it tested and either state that it is above a certain prescribed 
standard of germination, or give the actual percentage of 

erminating seed. 

; Copies of a leaflet containing a reprint of the Order and 
other information will be ready shortly and may be obtained 
from the Food Production Department, 72, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 


- 
——— 
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Minerals and Metals. 


AUSTRALIA. 








PROPOSED FURNACE FOR QUEENSLAND 
ARSENIC MINE. 


Work is steadily proceeding on the arsenic mine situated 
at Gibbenbah, near Stanthorpe, Queensland. The Imperial 
Trade Correspondent at Brisbane states that the results up 
to the present have been so satisfactory that the Queensland 
Government intend to erect a furnace to treat the arsenic. 

A furnace to roast and extract the arsenic from the ore 
is estimated to cost about £5,000, and it is understood that 
the necessary plant will be purchased in Australia. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





FINAL MAJORITY REPORT OF STATE MINING 
COMMISSION. 


In their Final Majority Report, the State Mining Com- 
mission do not recommend the Union Government to engage 
in the mining of any minerals. 

From a careful review of State mining in various countries 
they report :— : 

(a) That seven Governments were or are engaged in mining, 
namely, Germany. Holland, New South Wales, New Zealand, 
South Australia, Tasmania and Victoria. 

The South Australian Government has ceased carrying on 
mining operations, and has leased their copper mining, ven- 
ture. The Tasmanian Government appears to be tending 
towards a similar policy in regard to its silver-lead mining 
at Zeehan. | 

(b) Nine of the Governments have legal provision for leas- 
ing mineral-bearing Crown Lands, namely, Egypt. Holland, 
South Australia, New South Wales, New Zealand. Tasmania, 
Victoria, the United States, and Western Australia. 

(c) Seven Governments subsidise mining, namely, Canada, 
New South Wales, New Zealand, South Australia, Tasmania, 
Victoria, and Western Australia. 

With the exception of the German and the Tasmanian 
Governments, whose operations in this respect are negligible, 
the Commissioners state that none of these Governments 
engage in metal mining, nor does it appear from their 
records that they contemplate a change of policy. 


REAsons FoR StaTE MINING IN COAL. 


The mining enterprises of the above Governments, they 
add, are almost entirely confined to the winning of coal, 
which is an article of primary importance and, in the 
strictest sense of the term, an essential for life and industry. 
States have therefore adopted coal mining for strictly pro- 
tective and economic reasons. 


PERCENTAGE OF Coat MINED BY PRIVATE AND STATE 
ENTERPRISE. 


From statistics submitted to them the Commissioners have 
compiled the following table showing the relative quantities 
and percentages of coal mined by private companies and 
Governments in those countries where State mines exist and 
have reached the producing stage. The figures are for 1914, 
except the German figures, which represent the 1911 output 
and do not include lignitic coal :— 

Tons of coal Tons of coal 


Country produced by Per producedhby Per Total output 

or State. private mining. cent. State mining. cent. of coal. 
Germany 138.860.000 86 21,887.000 14 160.747.000 
Holland ...... 1,381,783 72 546.757 28 1.928 540 
New Zealand 2,075,405 91 200.188 9 2,275.593 
Victoria ...... 207,046 29 510,490 71 717,536 











142.524.9234 86 23,144,435 14 165,668,669 











EVIDENCE FROM GERMANY. 


The Commissioners attach very great importance to a 
comprehensive Report on State Mining in Germany (included 
in their own Report), and wish particularly to direct atten- 
tion to it. The collective experience of all other Governments 
in the province of State Mining, they state, is insignificant 
in comparison with that of the German Government, and, 
notwithstanding the fact that the latter Government is not 
renowned for democratic characteristics, but rather for effici- 


n 
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ent and thorough organisation, it must neverth 
1 | th , eless admit 
failure in its handling of the coal mining business. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF STATE MINING. 


The facts which, it is stated, stand out bold 
several accounts on State Mining given in the nea nae 

(a) That the industrial operations of the State are ad- 
versely affected by considerations of a political nature 

(b) That the State cannot and does not organise on such 
are lines as private enterprise. | 
_ (e at a system of Parliamentary and Ministeri ; 
is not adapted to a highly I industry Lg tat 
PR Pirie ~ a practice the State finds it impossible 

racticable to mi ; i 
private enterprica, ne as cheaply and efficiently as 

e) That State coal mining has not resulted in a r 
of prices to the consumer. Unless the State ms — 
as economically as the private producer it is conceivable that 
State coal mining might send up the price of coal to the 
"n toe of industry and the general community. 

at the State is not so good r ; 
directed private concerns. . nr 

(g) That the workmen are in a more favourable position to 
bargain for and obtain better conditions of wages and work 
from the private employer than from a Government. 

(h) That the private employer pays higher wages than the 
State and, generally speaking, raises the standard of effi- 
ciency and, therefore, the earning capacity of its employees ; 
while Government employment tends to produce the “Govern- 
ment stroke” and a uniformity of output and capacity, which 
militates against the highest standard of national develop- 
ment and efficiency. 


. RECOMMENDATION. 
Finally, the Commissioners state :— 


‘‘A careful and impartial consideration of all the circum- 
stances, experiences, difficulties, and adverse results in con- 
nection with State Mining in other countries has confirmed 
the opinions and conclusions expressed in the Majority Re- 
port, namely, that having regard to all the conditions which 
obtain in South Africa at the present time, your Commis- 
sloners cannot recommend the Union Government to engage 
in the mining of any minerals.”’ 





NEW EXPLOSIVE ADOPTED IN MINES. 


According to extracts from the South African press, a new 
explosive is now being used on the mines, and is resulting in 
a — — agp oatgps seme The shortage of the latter 
owing to its use for ammunition, was leadi 
in the _—. , ing to difficulties 

itherto the standard explosive used has bee igni 

t n gel 
which contains 57 per cent. of glycerine. It is ow beta 
—— entirely replaced by sengite, which is a gun-cotton 
ex spec 
_ a specially prepared and put into cartridges for the 

The ingredients of sengite are more readi 

ily obtainabl 
than nitro-glycerine, and they are added to gumasilies 
Sengite is not altogether a new explosive, but it is new to 
mining practice on the Rand. 





NETHERLANDS. 





BILL TO SUBSIDISE CERTAIN NEW 
PROCESSES. 


A Bill has been introduced into the Chamber for the ap- 
proval of a contract concluded between the State and an 
inventor of 

1.—A system for producing iron and steel direct from 
ore, called ferro-carbonate ; and 
2.—A system of separating metals from ore by sulphates. 

According to this contract, H.M. Minister at The Hague 
states, the State will place six hundred thousand florins at 
the disposal of the inventor for the purpose of erecting ex- 
perimental plant; for investigations as to the value of these 
inventions, and for the exploitation on a large scale of those 
systems in the Netherlands and the Colonies. The State 
will have the right to participate in a company to be formed 
for exploiting the inventions. 

It is stated in the explanatory memorandum appended to 
the Bill that according to the ferro-carbonate process, iron 
and steel can be prepared direct from ore without the use of 
blast furnaces and with only one-third of the quantity of 
coal required at present by blast furnaces. 

_The metal separation process is intended to recover copper, 
zinc. lead. cadmium and silver from mixed ores which are 
uszally valueless. 
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GERMANY. 





FINANCE. 
GOVERNMENT AND THE REICHSTAG PARTIES 


COMPROMISE ON TAXATION. 


As a result of negotiations between the Imperial Minister 
of Finance on the one side and the leaders ot the Reichstag 
parties on the other, there is now good prospect of a com- 
promise being reached on the question of Imperial taxation. 
The main conditions of this compromise will be as follows : — 

1. The Reichstag parties wiil renounce the demand for 
a regular Imperial income tax ; , 

2. The Government will impose a tax on increase of income 
(i.e., a war profits tax falling upon income and not 
like the present war profits tax upon property) ; 

3. A non-recurrent levy upon property (war levy) will also 
be imposed. 

4. In susdenes with the wishes of the Reichstag, special 
taxation courts will probably be established in the 
Empire to supervise the assessment and collection of 
taxes throughout the whole Empire, and to assure 
uniformity in these respects ; : 

5. The indirect taxes proposed by the Government will be 
granted by the Reichstag without reduction, especially 
the taxes on beverages, so that the wine tax will be 
imposed at the rate of 20 per cent. proposed by the 
Government, instead of the rate of 10 per cent. pro- 
posed by the Committee. _ 7 

The agreement arranged on these lines between the Govern- 
ment and the party leaders now only awaits confirmation 
by the parties themselves.—(Mzinchner Neueste Nach- 
richien.) ; 

REPORT OF THE WAR LOAN BANKS FOR 1917. 

According to the Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten the 
German War Loan Banks have been only slightly utilised 
for the purpose of subscriptions to the war loans during 
1917: indeed, for all the war loans down to the end of 1917 
the War Loan Banks lent no more than about 1,090 million 
marks. But the provision of credits for other requirements 
expanded from week tc week. This is due to the increasing 
demands made upon the War Loan Banks by the Federal 
Governments and the Communal Unions; 74-9 per cent. of 
their loans were made to these two classes of customers, as 
compared with only 25 per cent. in 1916. The other ioans 
were distributed as follows :— 


1917. 1916. 

Per Ct. Per Ct. 
Savings banks ve sid see wee wee OG 23-3 
Banks, bankers, and cc-operative credit societies 2-1 4:9 
War companies sie 103 .. &4 10°5 
Trade, transport, and insurance ... - .. 41 #120 
Industry ‘ a 1-4 3°0 
Agriculture ‘ne 0-5 0-7 
Other borrowers ~ 80 20°6 


Of the total number of borrowers, ‘‘other borrowers’’ con 
stituted 74 per cent. (71:2 per cent. in 1916). 

At the end of 1917 the number of War Loan Banks stood 
unchanged at ninety-nine, but the number of auxiliary 
branches showed a reduction by seven to 122. The total 
turnover of the banks from the time they were opened until 
the 3lst December, 1917, amounted to 129-08 milliards of 
narks. . 

The following table shows further details of the banks 
activities : — 


(In Milliards of Marks.) 


1917. = 1916. 
Total turnover for the year of the Berlin Bank 58-4 29-06 
Total turnover for the year of other banks ... 10-1 9-84 
Total for all banks i is iii ... 68:5 38:9 
Outstanding loans of the Berlin Bank at the 
end of the year in “ m . 73 937 
Ouistanding loans of other banks at the end 
of the year... ae ies ve - SOS i606 
Outstanding loans of all the banks __... .. 69 341 


Of the total outstanding loans in 1917, 7,600 million marks 
(as against 3,270 millions in 1916) were on the security of 
stocks and Debt Register claims, and 88-54 millions (135-18 
millions-in 1916) on the security of commodities, including 
50°56 millions (44-82 millions in 1916) on corn, and 27-76 
millions (75-97 millions in 1916) on other foodstuffs. 

The interest received in 1917 was 386-62 million marks; 
the cost of administration 37:44 million marks, including 
31:96 million marks for the production of War Loan bank- 
notes. The total value of such notes issued until the end 
of 1917 was 7-69 milliards, of which 6°26 milliards were in 
circulation and the remainder at the Imperial Bank. 
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SHIPPING. 


LOSSES AND NEW TONNAGE UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION. 


Aa article in the Vorwdrts 1ecently states that the 
German mercantile marine has lost during the war 800 ships 
with about 2-9 million gross tonnage, or more than 50 per 
cent. of the total tonnage in 1914, which amounted to 5-5 
millions. Notwithstanding the shortage of materials, the 
following building orders have been placed :— 

By the Hamburg-Amerika Line: ‘lhe ‘‘Bismarck,’’ 56,000 
tons; the turbine ship ‘‘Tirpitz,’’? 32,000 tons; and three 
other ships, each of 22,000 tons; all to Hamburg yards. 

At Bremen nine steamers are being built, of which four, 
each having 18,0U0 tons cargo space, will be the largest 
freight ships in the world. At the Flensburg yard three 
large passenger and freight steamers are being built, and 
two steamers of 13,000 tons each have been ordered. 

At Tecklenborg, near Geestemiinde, two freight steamers 
of 17,000 tons are being built for the Panama Canal traffic. 

The Hamburg-South American Steam Shipping Company, 
in addition to the ‘“‘Cap Polonio”’ (an improved sister ship to 
the sunk ‘“‘Cap Trafaigar’’), is building in different yards 
tour more freight steamers. 

The Norddeutsche Lloyd is now building in Dantzig two 
fast steamers, the ‘‘Columbus’’ and ‘‘Hindenburg,’”’ each of 
39,000 tons, also the ‘‘Miinchen”’ and ‘‘Zeppelin,”’ each of 
16,000 tons, and 12 more ships each of 12,000 tons. 

The Afrika Line is now building six, the Hansa [Line 
twelve, the Kosmos Line ten steamers, whose size ranges 
from 9,000 to 13,G00 tons. 

“The great companies,’’ Vorwérts adds, ‘‘are more un- 
favourably situated than the small coasting-trade companies, 
because they are unable to employ their mammoth steamers 
and yet have to keep these steamers in condition and to pay 
heavy debenture interest on them. On the other hand, in 
reckoning their assets, the value of their fleets, which has 
advanced far beyond their value in the books, must he 
covsidered. Some companies have recently received 
authority to sell to the Argentine State their ships now 
iying in Argentine harbours. In reckoning the rate of the 
exchanges, the price obtained must be handsome. 

‘“‘Among the larger coastal steam shipping companies: the 
Argo Company has distributed for the first time for four 
years a dividend of 24 per cent. for the four years, 1914-1917, 
which amounts to a 6 per cent. annual dividend, 4s against 
11 per cent. in peace. In its report it announces that it has 
given orders for 45,000 tons of shipping.”’ 


TEXTILE INDUSTRY. 


REGULATION IN THE TRANSITION PERIOD. 

The journal of the Hansa League publishes the outlines 
of the scheme for the regulation of the transition economy 
in the textile industry, which has been drawn up as a result 
of the consideration of the question by the Commerce and 
Industry Committee of the Reichstag and by the Reichstag 
as a whole. An Imperial Textiles Office is to be established 
under the supervision of the Imperial Department of 
Econemics. The following Branch Offices or Boards are also 
to be established for separate textile industries: (1) for 
Cotton and Nettle Fibres; (2) for Wool; (3) for Silk and 
Artificial Silk; (4) for Artificial Spinning Materials and 
Waste Materials; (5) for Flax, Ramie, Typha, and Broom; 
(6) for Hemp (European); (7) for Jute (for Jute and 
Stranfa); (8) for Hard Fibres (for Non-European Hemp 
and Coco Fibres); and (9) for Fibre Substitute Materials 
(Spinning Paper, Cellulose Yarn, etc.). 

The Imperial Chancellor is empowered to vary the com- 
petence of the above-mentioned Branch Offices, which are 
authorised to order censuses of stocks and to require in- 
formation on economic conditions. The Branch Offices are 
subject to the supervision of the Imperial Textiles Office, 
and are to have their headquarters in Berlin. The Imperial 
Chancellor and the Federal Governments are given ‘the right 
to send representatives, without voting power, to all meet- 
ings and proceedings of the various offices.—(Vossische 
Zeitung.) 

[On p. 722 of the ‘Journal’ of 6th June, reference is 
made to the organisation of the Textile Industries in the 
after-war period. ] 


WOOL TRADING COMPANY FORMED AT LEIPSIC. 


On 13th May a company with a capital of 5,000,000 marks 
was formed at Leipsic, under the title of Central Wool 
Trading Company, Limited. 

This body, which represents the entire economic interests 
of the German woollen trade, was created at the instigation 
of the Central Committee of Wool Trade Associations. 

The purpose of the new Company is stated to be the 
importation, purchase and sale of wool and woollen goods to 
meet the requirements of the war, and of the transition 
period.—(Vossische Zeitung.) 
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Shipping and Transport. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


LOSSE 


S OF MERCHANT TONNAGE 








IN MAY. 


The losses of British, Allied and Neutral Mérchant ton- 
uge due to enemy action and marine risk during the month 
¢ May, 1918, compared with preceding periods are set out 


ylow :— 
eC “4 Gross TONNAGE. 
PERIOD. BRITISH. ALLIED & NEUTRAL. TOTAL. 
1917. Month. Quarter. Month. Quarter. Month. Quarter. 
jpril .. 555,056 338,821 893,877 
ay  .. 374,419 255,917 630,336 
Jane . 432,395 1,361,870 280,326 875,064 712,721 2,236,934 
jaly © 383,430 192,519 575,949 
jagust .. 360,296 189,067 549,363 
pt. 909,212 952,938 159,949 541,535 369,161 1,494,473 
(et. 289,973 197,364 487,337 
Jov. 196,560 136,883 333,443 
ee. .. 296,356 782,889 155,707 489,954 452,063 1,272,843 
1918. 
Jn. , .. 218,528 136,187 354,715 
Feb. .. 254,303 *132,334 *386,637 
Yarch .. *222,651 *695,482 *176,797 *445,318 *399,448 *1,140,800 
Mpril =... *226,10¢ *85,348 *311,456 
May .. 224,735 130,959 355,694 

| * Adjusted. 


rt 
tNors.—The Losses from Marine Risk have deen unduly heavy 


fr May. 
‘iad SAILINGS IN MAY. 


The Secretary of the Ministry of Shipping makes the 
blowing announcement :— 

The tonnage of Steamships of 500 gross tons and over 
atering and clearing United Kingdom ports from and to 
prts overseas was as under :— 


Period. Gros Tons. 
1918. 
January 6,336,663 
. 6,326,965 
a 7,295,620 
arch 9a70,0 
April 7,040,309 


May ~ 7,777,843 


Norr.—This statement embraces all United Kingdom seaborne 
taffic other than Coastwise and Cross Channel. 





AUSTRALIA. 
SHIPBUILDING PROGRAMME. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia states 

that as the result of negotiations which have been in progress 
between the Federal and New South Wales State Govern- 
ments, an agreement has been concluded whereby the con- 
suction of six steel steamships of uniform pattern, each 
having a dead-weight capacity of 5,550 tons, will be pro- 
ceeded with at the State Shipbuilding Yards at Walsh 
Island, Newcastle. 

Operations will be under the supervision of the Federal 
Authorities, who have undertaken to supply all material, and 
it is estimated that of the six vessels, four, and possibly the 
ix, will be completed in two years, at a cost of probably 
{175,000 each. A large proportion of the material for 
these ships will be the product of Australian factories, the 
Broken Hill Company’s steel works at Newcastle supplying 
plates and sections. The parts of the boilers are to be 
supplied by the Federal Government and will be put together 
at the Dockyard. 

Although it was anticipated that some difficulty might be 
experienced owing to shortage of labour, the Iederal 
Authorities, who have recently been conferring with the 
Trade Unions regarding the project, are apparently con- 
ident of their ability to arrange for adequate supply and are 
satisfied with the Unions’ expressions of desire to preserve 
industrial harmony. 

A start has been made and work will be pushed on as fast 
a3 supply of labour and material will permit. 

CoNTRACTS FOR WOODEN SHIPs. 

The Commonwealth Government is negotiating with at 
least one firm of consulting engineers and contractors for 
the construction of wooden steamships, each having a dead- 
weight capacity of about 2,500 tons. 


EGYPT. 











QUARANTINE MEASURES REMOVED. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary 
if State for Foreign Affairs a copy of a telegram dated 
lth June from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Alexandria 
stating that the quarantine measures imposed on arrivals 
from Bengazi and Derna in Cyrenaica have been removed as 
ftom the 13th instant. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued. 


MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 
OPENING OF THE CEU'TA-TETUAN RAILWAY. 


The Ceuta-Tetuan Railway was officially opened in the 
third week of May. The construction of this railway was 
decided in January, 1913, when a Decree was issued order- 
ing the preliminary studies of the line. The studies were 
concluded and the plan for the whole line presented in 
April, 1914. ;, 

Tue work was entrusted to the engineering department of 
the Spanish zone, but, little or no progress being made, the 
construction and exploitation of the line was put up to 
adjudication, and the Compania Espanola de Colonizacion, 
which alone tendered, obtained the contract, the total cost 
of the work to be approximately 10,850,000 pesetas and the 
time allowed for the construction one year, which had later 
to be extended to two years. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Tetuan states that the line has a 
total length of 25 miles, mostly along a level plain; five 
tunnels of a total length of nearly half a mile, and five 
small bridges had to be constructed. The line is of narrow 
gauge, only one metre, and the rolling stock consists of 
six 50-ton engines of American make, one saloon carriage, 
twelve other carriages of Ist, 2nd, and 3rd class, and ten 
vans. It is a line that is not likely to be extended into the 
interior, though some day a line will presumably be laid 
to connect Tetuan with the Tangier-Fez railway. This, 
however, will have to be a normal gauge line, and will pass 
aaa much more difficult country than the Ceuta-Tetuan 
ine. 








-_ 
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Commercial Returns. 








COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return cf the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 25 weeks ended 20th June, 1918 :— 























Week |25 Weeks || Week |25 Weeks 
ended | ended | ended | ended 
— 20th J une,/20th June, |20th June, 20th June, 
1918. | 1918. 1918. | 1918. 
a . . quisncurenunes — i) ana a inden 
| IMPORTS Exports. 
REE TALENT: CA eee Rae nd = 
| 
| Bales. | Bales. | Bales. | Bales. 
America.» .. .., 25,732 | 935,560 | — | 175 
Brazilian es . | wo 6,704 ; i — —- 
East Indian... | 2,874 | 105,161 | — ‘| pan 
Egyptian oe 19,986 | 322,835 150 | 150 
Miscellaneous .. 3,252* | 57,306} — | — 
Total .. ..| 51,844 (1,427,616 150, | 325 
~“* Including 96 bales British West African, 2,571 bales British East 


African, and 576 bales Foreign East African. 
+ Including 657 bales British West Indian, 543 bales British West African, 
4.906 bales British East African, and 815 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 22nd June, 1918, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant to the 
Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. | Barley. | Oates. 
» & | oa « s. d. 
Week ended 22nd June, 1918 74 4), 5&8 5& 47 8 
Corresponding week in— | 
1911 .. = ww we Siw et LO | 24 | CD 
1912 .. on oe | BM i.@ s 23 11 
1913... - , | 32 8 | 24 3 19 1 
1914 .. oe on --| 384 3 | 25 4 20 «(0 
1915... ee oe --| 522 0; &@ 4 31 9 
ae | 47 6 | 4910 | 31 3 
1917... | 7% 1 | 7 O 55 2 
| 








a = ee ee 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperia nds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Articles on 
Trade subjects contained in the Foreign and Colonial Pub- 
lications recently received and filed for reference at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), and which are available for inspection at the Offices 
of the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


E.C. 2:— 


Commercial, Financial and Economic. 


Africa: Commercial Museum at Tunis. 

** Bulletin des Halles’”’ (Paris), 14th May. 
Africa: Establishment of Arab Bank in Tunis. 

“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 20th May. 
Philippine Islands: Trade in 1917. 

“Journal of Commerce’’ (New York), 24th April. 
British India: Spread ef Co-operation in the Punjab. 

“ Agricultural Journal of India” (Calcutta), April. 
Brazil: Foreign Trade during 1917. 

“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 16th May. 
Spain: Plans for Public Market in Palma de Mallorca. 

“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 22nd May. 


Agricultural, Dairy and Forest Products. 

Quebracho Extract Production in Argentina and Paraguay. 
“Commerce Reports’ (Washington), 20th May. 

(1) Natural Indigo Industry: Present Position and Future Prospects. 

(2) Testing New Cane Seediings in North India. 

(3) Experiments in Lucerne Cultivation at Saharanpur Remount Depot. 
“Agricultural Journal of India’ (Calcutta), April. 

Balsa Timber Cultivation in Costa Rica. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 18th May. 

(1) Dairy Trade in Madras. 

(2) Products of the Cocoanut Palm: Exports from Ceylon in 1917. 
“Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta), 12th April. 

Divi-Divi Production in the Dominican Repubiic. 
“Commerce Reports’ (Washington), 22nd May. 


Shipping and Transport. 
Railway Receipts in France in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 23rd April. — 
Freight Service from Bombay to Aden by Sailing Dhows. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 18th May. 


Textiles and Textile Materials. 
World’s Cotton Shortage. 
‘Agricultural Journal of India’ (Calcutta), April. 


Cotton Trade of British India. 
Mail Edition of ‘‘Times of India’’ (Bombay), 4th May. 


Metal, Mining and Machinery. 
Sale and Loan of Agricultural Implements by Co-operative Societies in 


British India. ; 
“Agricultural Journal of India” (Calcutta), April. 


Miscellaneous. 

Chemical Industry in Germany in 1917. 
Frankfurter Zeitung,’’ 5th June, ; 
(1) Far Eastern Market for Motor Vehicles, 

(2) Meat Packing at Hong Kong 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 20th May 

Tanning Industry in South India: Post-War Prospects. 
“Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta), 12th April. 

(1) Hotel and Resort Development at Hong Kong. 

(2) Production of Linseed Oil in Argentina. 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 18th May. 





OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


New South Wales Statistical Register for 1916-17: Part V.—Public 
Finance. Manual of Emergency Legislation comprising all Acts of 
Parliament, Regulations, Proclamations, Orders, etc., relating to and 
made in consequence of the War. Also Prices fixed under the War 
Precautions (Prices) Regulations up to lst Jan., 1918. 


Canada— 
Department of Customs: Shipping Report, containing the Statements 
of Navigation and Shipping of the Dominion of Canada, 


South Africa— 
Supplementary Estimates of the Expenditure to be defrayed from 
Revenue and Loan Funds (excluding Railways and Harbours Administra- 
tion) for 1918-1919. 
Report for 1917 of the Superintendent of Excise. 
Estimates of the Expenditure to be defrayed from Loan Funds during 
the year ending 2lst March, 1919. 
Care PrRovincE—Estimates of the Capital Expenditure to be defrayed 
during the year ending 3ist March, 1919. 
Estimates of the Expenditure to be defrayed and the Revenue to be 
feceived during the year ending 3lst March, 1919 (excluding Capital 
Expenditure). 
Local] Natives’ Land Committee: Report with Annexure, being Schedule 
of Areas recommended for Native Occupation. 
ORANGE FREE STATE.—Report of the Orange Free State Local Natives 
Land Committee. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the new issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’? 
is 6d. (64d. post free). Annual subscription (post free) 
27s. 6d. in the United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 
81s. 6d. per annum, post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed to 
‘““ The Editor.’’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
— concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, Lond 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover.) — ‘ 





ee eens ett 
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TRADE COMMISSIONERS IN VARIOUS 
PARTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 


The following is a list of H.M. Trade Commissioners jp 
various parts of the Empire whose duty it is to answer 
commercial enquiries which may be addressed to them either 
by the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) of the Board of Trade, or by British manu- 
facturers and traders. Postage must be prepaid on all com- 
munications addressed to these Officers. 

It is suggested that, in all cases, commercial enquiries 
should first be made to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, Lon- 
don, E.C. 2, as the information required may already be 
available at that Department. 

AT HEADQUARTERS— 

me a meee Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
CaNnaDA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. 7. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 176, 257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, 
Toronto (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). | 

NEWFOUNDLAND— 


H.M. 





Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Mcentreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 


Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 


missioner, Commerce House, Flinders Street, Melbourne 


(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—The Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
(Combritto’’). 

New ZEALAND— 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 

Sout AFRICcCA— 

Mr. W. G. Wickham (at present on an official visit to the 
United Kingdom). 

Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1546, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 

InpIA AND CEYLoN— 

Calcutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., c/o Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, 1, Council House 
Street, Calcutta. 

The following Trade Commissioners have also been ap- 
pointed to Singapore and Trinidad, respectively, and, 
pending their departure to their posts, they are prepared 
tu interview, at the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2, 
the representatives of British firms who are desirous of 
consulting them :— 

Straits SETTLEMENTS— 
Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen. 

British West INnIEsS— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: 
MENT INSURANCE. 
DECISION BY THE UMPIRE. 


Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur- 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decision by the Umpire on 
questions whether contributions are payable :— 

A. The Umpire has decided that contributions are payable 
in respect of :— 

2421X. Workmen employed in depots or stores and en- 
gaged wholly or mainly in sorting, stacking, or otherwise 
handling war salvage which is to be subsequently used in 
the manufacture or repair of munitions of war. 

Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part II.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
4th September, 1916. 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the 
question has been decided by the Umpire. without notice, 
as a matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accord- 
ance with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise 
no question of general interest, or which merely apply a 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not pub- 


lished. 


UNEMPLOy- 
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| JUNE Xi, 1918 — BOA! 


LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS oF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 
To be purchased in the manner indicated on the first page 
if the cover of the ‘Board of Trade Journal.” (The post free 
braces are shown in parenthesis.) 





j—ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :— 


Annual Statement of the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 
1916. Vol. I [Cd. 8632/17-18.] ‘Price 6s. (6s. Od.); Vol. II. 1916. 
(Cd, 8714/17-18.) Price 4s. 6d. (5s. 3d.) ae ima aiiean 

Annyal Chekemens of the Lie ree and Shipping the Uni 
ee a 13. (Cd. 7616/14.) Price 3s. (3s. 6d.) 

urance Companies Return, - Part A. Life Assurance Statements. 
ANG. 397/14-16.) Price 6s. (6s. 9d.) 

Australia. Report by H. M Trade Commissioner on the Position of 
the Import Trade of the Commonwealth in July, 1917. [Cd. 8841/17-18.] 
Price 3d. (4$d.) 

Bankruptcy. Report for 1915. [H.O. 136/16.) Price 2id (4d.) 

Canada. Report for 1916, by H.M. Trade Commissioner, [Cd 8679/17-18.] 
Price 3d. (4}.) 

*Coal Shipments, 1914 and 1916. Lect an Price 2}d. (4d.) 
*Coal Tables. Statistical Tables volgning to Coal and Petroleum Pro- 
duction in the World, 1886-1912. (H.C. 286/18.) Price 3d. (7}d.) 
——— Duties Return, 1915. (Cd. 8004/14-16.) Price 4s. 2d. 

; 4s. ild. 


abies. dag -sixth General Annual Report, 1916. [H.C. 120/17-18.} 
5 


Compa 

Price 4d. 
*Consular Reports, 1914 Index. [Cd. 8003/14-16.] Price 5}d. (7}d.) 
*Flectrie oft hting Acts. 1882-1909. Proceedings under, during 1913. 


(H.C. 296/14.) Price 3d. d. 
*Emigration and Immigration. Statistical Tables and Report, 1918. 
(5s. 9d.) 


iH.C. 295/14.) Price 6d. (8d.) 

*Foreign Import Duties, 1913. [Cd. 7180/14.] Price 5s. 

Gas Undertakings : Report and Statistics—Local Authorities, 1913-14. 
[H.C. 812/14- 16), Price 6$d. Oa); other than Local Authorities, 1913. 
[H.0. 811/14-16.} Price 10d. (1s : Od.) 

Near 77) and Exports, 1900-15, at prices of 1900. (Cd. 7432/14.] Price 4d, 





-_— 


*Iron and Stee!, 1912. Memorandum and Statistical Tables. [H.C. 
284/13.) Prive 7d. -) 

Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory for 1916. 

Ny nevis. 1881-1911. Tables showing the Progress of 
Merchant. Shipping in — United Kingdom and the principal Mari- 
time yen [Cd. 7038/13.] Price Sid. (1s, 04d.) 

New Zealand.—Nleport bm 1016, by H.M, Trade Commissioner. [Cd. 
8486/17-18.) Price 6d. (8d 

*Passenger Movement from and to the United Kingdom, month of 


December, and year ending December, 1914 and 1915. ([Cd. 7808- 
XI/14-16.1 Price $d. (1d.) , 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Report for 1916. [H.C. 79/17-18.] 
| Price 2d. (3d.) 


*Railway Returns—Capita!, Traffic, Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 
United Kingdom for 1913. (Cd. 8038/14-16.] Price 1s. 8d. (2s. 1d.) 
Shipping Casualties and Loss of Life, year ended 30th June, 1913. 

[Od. 7367/14.} Price 3s. 6d. (43.) 
South Africa. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Trade of 
South Africa for 1915 oa 1916. {[€d. 8614/17-18.] Price 3d. (4}d.) 
Statistical Abstract a the United Kingdom. 1901-1915. [Cd. 8448/17-18.] 
Price 1s. 9d. (2s. 3d.) 

*Statistical Abstract for the British Empire, 1899-19138. [Cd. 7827/14-16.] 
Price 1s. 3d. (1s. 7}d.) 

St atistical Abstract for the British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914. [Cd. 8329/16.]} Price 


ls. Wid. (2s. 5d.) : 

*Statistical grag Ad Foreign Countries. 1901-1912. [Cd. 7525/14. 
Price 2s. 2d. d.) 

“Statistical Tables aietite to British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and poemannsts. Part XXXVIII. 1912. 
[Cd. 7667/14-16.] Price 6s. 11d. (7s. 8d.) 


*Tramways and Light Railways, Street and Road, 1912-18. [H.C. 292/13.] 


Price 6d. (8}d.) 
he yy and Measures. Report for 1914. [H.C. 148/14-16.] Price 34d. 


—__— - 





| —Moxra.y PUBLICATIONS :— 
Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British Posses.- 
sions. 17—III/18. Price 4d. (54d.) 
Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. April, 1918. 189—III/17- 
18. Price 9d. (1s.) 
I.—WkEEKLY PUBLICATION :— 


— 


Board of Trade Journal and Conmmercial Gazette. Price 6d. (6}d.) 
IV .-OcCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS :— 


Agricultural and Trade Development (United Kingdom, Germany and 
United States). [H.C. 218/14.] Price ld. (2d.) 


Alcoholic Beverages (1895-1909). (H.C. 319/10.) Price 8d. (11d.) 
‘British and Foreign Trade and Industry. 1854- = Statistical Tables 
d.) 


and Charts. (Cd. 4954/09.) Price 5s. 2d. (5s. 8 
British oabarea’ after the say {Cd. 8181/16.] Price 23d. (4d.) 
{Cqd. 8275/16.) Price 4d. (53d 


British Trade in British West Africa, Straits Settlements, British 
Guiana, and Bermuda. [Cd. 6771/13.] Price 6d. (8d. 

Census of prgeuctos (1907). Final Report, with Tables. |Cd. 6320/12-13.] 
Price 7s. 6d. (8s. 3 

Commercial kohetilenkes Committee. Report for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd. 8815/17-18.] Price 2d. (3d.) 

Commercial Travellers: Memorandum as to Regulations in force 
Abroad. [Cd. 7031/14.] Price 9d. (1s.) 

Financial Facilities for Trade. (Cd, 8346/16.] Price id. (2d.) 

Food Supplies (Imported), 1904-12. [H.L. 83/13.] Price 2d. (3}d.) 

oy n Countries: Preierence to Colonies. [H C. 296/09.) Price 23d. 
{ 


[H.C. 225/14.] Price 3d. (1d. 
Germany. Goods Imported LE. 143/11.] Price 1d. (2d.) 
Germany. Tariff Treaties and Trade. [H.C. 144/11.] Price 1d. (2d.) 
*Mercantile Marine (Seamen Employed). Return of the Number, Ages, 
Ratings, and Nationalities of Seamen employed on 8rd April, 1911, 
| aye registered in the British Islands. (Cd. 6442/12-13.] Price 6d. 


| Foreicn Trade of the United Kingdom with Certain Countries. 


thereto in force August, 1917. Price 3d. (4d 
“Options” and Pg Legislation in certain countries respecting 
Gambling in. [Cd. 8850/98.] Price 3d. bd.) 7 1756/04.) Price 64d. 
(7$d.); [Cd. 3 9980/07} Price 3d. (43d.); (Cd. 3863/08.] Price 2!d. (4d.) 
Railway, Accidente during Six Months ended sist December, 1917. Price 


Merchant Shipping. List of Principal Acts, Regulations, ete., relating 
) 








*Publication suspended during the period of the War. 
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Report on Bounties and Subsidies in respect of 


Shipping Subsidies. 
and Navigation in Foreign Countries. 


aT Shipping 
[Cd. 6899/13.] Price id. (7d.) : 
State Railways (British Possessions and Foreign Countries) [H.C. 
987/18.] Price 7id. (10d. 
Tariffs (New) loa tom (Proposed). [Cd. 7004/14.] Price 1s. 3d. (1s. 7}d.); 
Bulgaria. (Cd. 2863/06.) Price 6d. (8}d.); Chile. [Cd. 8364/16.] Price 
1s. (1s. 3}d.); Colombia. [Cd. 7353/14.] Price 6d. (8d.); Denmark. [Cd. 


4267/08.) Price 6d. (8d.); Netherlands (Proposed), [Cd. 6435/12-13.] Price 
4id. (6id.); Thilippine Islands. [(Cd. 4008/09.] Price 63d. (9d 
Roumania. Price 7d. (9}d.) ; Russia (Temporary). (Ca. 


7854 / 14-16.] Price 7d. (oid), Servia. biog $749/08.] Price 8d. (18.); 

or {[Cd. 6040/12-18.] Price 4id. (64d.); Sweden (Cd. 5464/10.} Price 
(1s. 04d.); ‘awitarrisne. [Cd. 2768/06.] Price 7d. (9$d.); Unived 

states [Cd. 7128 | /14.] Price 1s. 1d. (1s. 4$d.) 

Tea and Coffee (1909-10). [H.C. 275/11.) Price 2}d. (4d.) 

*United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of People) (H.C. 
320/14-16.] Price jd. (id.) 

Wheat Prices, International. Return showing average prices, 1840 to 
1912. (H.C, 45/13.] Price $d. (1d.) 


PATENT OFFICE (BOARD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS :— © 


I lLilustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every Wednesday, 
ls., by post 1s. 2d. Annual subscription, including postage, 2£3; 
quarterly subscription, lés. 

CONTENTS.—Official Notices—Applications for Patents—Acceptances 
of Specitications—Amendments of Specifications—Patents Sealed— 
Kenewal Fees Paid—Patents Void—Applications Abandoned, &c.— 
Designs ag nem ge a of Current Specifications 

—and Reports of Patent, &c. Ca 


Il. Trade Marks Journal. saloon every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
8d. Annual subscriptions, including postage, £1 15s.; quarterly 
subscription, 8s. 

CONTENTS. —Illustration of Trade Marks applied for, and the Names 
and Callings of Applicants. 

Annual subscriptions must date from Ist January, other sub- 
scriptions must be for periods of not less than aes months, and 
date from 1st of January, April, July or 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-500. 1s. each number. 

1888. Nos. 510-561. 1s. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 562 et seq. 6d. each number, by post &d. 

REPCRTS of Patent, Design, and Trade Mark Cases 

1884-1886. Vols. 1-3. . each number, or 10s. “each volume. 

1887-1885. Vols. 45. is. each number, or 206. each volume. 

1889-1915. Vols. 6-32. 6d. each number. 

Digest of Cases wgeres i Vols. 1-5. 18. each. 
8. 6-31. 6d. each. 





€ 
Consolidated. Digest of yok reported. in Vols. 1-27. Price Ws.; by 
inland post 10s. 7d. 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 
The following oficial publications fave recently been 
issued ;: — 


Ministry of Reconstruction. Summaries of evidence taken before the 
Agricultural Policy Sub-Committee of the Recopesengsran Comunittee 
appointed in August, 1916, to consider and report upon methods of 
elfecting an increase in the Home Grown Food Supplies, paving 38 re ard fo 
the need of such increase in the interests of National Security [Cd. 9,080.) 
Price ls, 3d. (post free Is. 7d.) 


Ministry of Reconstruction. Report of the Agnicultural Policy Sub- 
Committee of the Reconstruction Committee, appointed in August, 1916, 
to consider and report upon the methods of effecting an increase in = 
Home-Growni Food Supplies, having regard to the need of such increase 
viie interesvs of National Security, together with Keports by Sir Matthew 
G. Wallace. (Cd. 9,079.) Price ls. 3d. (post free 1s. 7d.). 


Trade and Navigation. Return (in part) to an Order of the Honourable 
The House of Commons, dated 18th January, 1918; for Accounts relating 
to Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom for each Month during 
the Year 1918. May, 1918. [H.C. 189—IlV.] ice 9d. (post free ild.). 


National Insurance Act, 1911 (Part I), Account. Account showing the 
Nature and Amount of the Securities held by the Commissioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt at 3lst December, 1017, as Investments 
for Moneys, forming part of the National Health Insurance Fund, paid 
over to them by the Insurance Commissioners for , oe Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland respectively, under Section 54 (3) of the National Insurance 
Act, 1911. (H.C. 65.] Price 1d. (post free 1d.). 


Light Railways Acts, 1896 and 1912. Report of the Proceedings of the 
Board of Trade up tu 'Bist December, 1917, and of the Proceedings of the 
Light Railway Commissioners up to the same date. (H.C. 71.] Price lid. 
(post free 1d.). 


Treaty Series, 1917. No. 10. 


Index to Treaty Series, 1917. 
Price ld. (post free 1jd.). 


(Cd. 9,027.) 


Boara of Agriculture and Fisheries. Agricultural Statistics, 1017. Vol. 
LII. Part II. Returns of Produce of Crops in England and ‘Wales, with 
Summaries for the United Kingdom. ([Cd. 0,089.] Price 2d. (post free 3d.). 


Report of the Committee of Council on Education in Scotland, 1917-15. 
[Cd. 9,001.] Price 2d. (post free 3d.). 


National School Teachers’ (Ireland) Pension Fund Account, 1917. Account 
of Receipts and Payments in respect of the Capital and Income of the 
above Fund for the Period to 3lst December, 1917. 


ae ee 


Statutory Rules and Orders. 
Price 1d. each (post free 1)d.). 
Food Orders. 
1918, No. 527. An Order, dated 13th May, amending the Horse and Poultry 
Mixvures Oraer, 1917. 


1918, No. 323. As amended by No. 529. The Fish (Prices) Order, No. 2, 
1918, dated the 14th March, 1918, as amended by an Order 
ot the Food Controller, No. 529, dated 14th May, 1918. 


1918, No. 542. Order of the Food Controller, dated the 16th May, amending 
the Public Méals Order, 1918. 


1918, No. 544. 7 Rice (Retail Prices) Amendment Order, dated the 16th 
ay. 


1918, No. 578. British Cheese (Requisition Order, dated the 29th May. 
1918, No. 579. British Cheese ( Requisition) Order. General Licence. 





- ©Pubtication ruspended duriag the period of the War. 
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Industrial Property (includng Patent Office). te Temple 
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(Assistant Secretary), 7, White 
hall Gardens, S.W. 1. 


Public Utiities and Harbours—G. Roper, C.B. (Assistan 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
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TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS AND EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES 
CONNECTED WITH THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


1.—Import Hestrictions Department.—22, Carlisle Place, 
S.W. 1. R. E. Enthoven, C.L.E. (Controller). 
2.--Paper Control Department.—23, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.1. H. A. Vernet (Controller). 


3. ‘ome Mines Department.—Holborn Viaduct Hotel, 
E.C..1. Sir Guy Calthrop, Bart. (Controller). 
4.—Timber ies Department.—Caxton House, Tothill 
Street, 8.W. 1. Sir James Ball (Controller). 
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Street, S.W. 1. Lancelot Hugh Smith, C.B.E. 
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S.W. 1. The President of the Board of Trade 
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irman) 


10.—Uanal Control Committee.—7, Prince’s Street, S.W. 1. 
Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G. (Chairman). 


11.—Petrol Control Department.—19, Berkeley Street, 
W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Controller). 


Manchester. 


Sir H. A. Walker, K.C.B. 
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12.—Pool Board (Petroleum Supplies).—116, Victoria Stree : 
S.W. 1. Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M. G. (Chairman). | 


13.—Horse a Department.—7, Whitehall Garden: 
S.W. R. H. Selbie (Controller). 
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House, Arundel Street, Strand, W.C, 2. Sir Hild:: 
Carlile, M.P. (Chairman). 
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—Gwydyr House, Whitehall, SW. 1. BH. Mes: 
Taylor (Controller). 
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